INTRODUCTION

For our 2022 series on the book of Luke, we will be employing several bible study methods.
The purpose is to expose you to different ways you can study God’s word as a Life Group.
You can also follow these methods for your personal bible reading to help you engage in and
interpret the word and to prompt you to pray and share it with others.

In this portion of Luke’s gospel, we will also witness many surprising reversals:
●

outsiders loving Jesus more than insiders

●

sinners embracing Jesus’ forgiveness more than religious leaders

●

those previously demon-possessed proclaiming Jesus more boldly than those who
were well.

Clearly, Jesus is challenging our assumptions on who he is – not just a prophet, but the
promised Messiah himself.
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STUDY 1
Luke 7:1–17

Instructions
●

Read the passage together aloud

●

Read the passage again slowly by yourself

●

Follow the 5 Rs1 inductive bible study method

●

Share your observations as a group

1. Retell (in pairs)
Are there parts I find unclear or confusing as I retell the narrative?

2. Reveal
What is revealed about Jesus through words and actions?
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https://uncover.org.au/mark/the-5r-questions
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3. React
How are different people responding to Jesus here?

4. Reason
What reason do I think Luke had for including these events?

5. Respond
How will I respond to what this passage reveals about Jesus?
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STUDY 2
Luke 7:18–35

Context
In verses 1 to 17, Jesus miraculously healed a centurion’s servant with just his words. He
also resurrected a widow’s only son with a simple word – arise. The crowd declared him a
great prophet and recognised that God seemed to be present in Jesus. However, many still
had unanswered questions about who Jesus was, including John the Baptist himself.

Observation
1. What was the doubt in John’s mind about Jesus (verses 18-20)? How did Jesus’
ministry match John’s expectations (Luke 3:16-17)?

2. What was the significance of Jesus’ reply to John’s disciples (verses 21-23; Isaiah
61:1-2)?

3. Where had the Jews gone wrong in relation to John’s preaching (verses 24-28)?
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Meaning
4. How did the failure of religious leaders to receive John’s baptism (verse 30) represent
a rejection of God’s purpose for them (Luke 3:3)?

5. What does Jesus’ evaluation of John’s greatness (verse 28) indicate about the
greatness of our privilege?

Application
6. If John the Baptist and Jesus were physically present today, how might our world
regard them? See verses 33 to 35 for background.

7. What actions or attitudes might indicate whether someone was rejecting or
embracing God’s purpose for them?
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STUDY 3
Luke 7:36–8:3

Instructions
●

Read the passage together aloud

●

Read the passage again slowly by yourself

●

Follow the Swedish2 inductive bible study method

●

Mark the passage with the symbols - You may want to print it out to annotate

●

Share your observations as a group

1. A light bulb
Something that ‘shines’ from the passage – whatever impacts you the most or draws
your attention

2. A question mark
Anything that is difficult to understand from the passage
A question you would like to ask the writer or the Lord
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https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/six-questions-to-ask-when-studying-the-bible-in-a-group
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3. The cross
A reason to love Jesus and his cross more
A glimpse of God’s glory

4. An arrow
A personal application for your life
Something you think the Spirit is telling you to do in obedience

5. A talking bubble
Someone who can benefit from what you have learned – your aim is to talk to this
person before the next meeting
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STUDY 4
Luke 8:4–21

Context
As reports about Jesus’ teaching, healings and other miracles had begun to spread rapidly,
Luke continued to build his case on the identity of Jesus to assure people about who Jesus
was.

Jesus’ growing fame resulted in a huge crowd of followers, including the only people Luke
recorded – ‘the twelve’ and a few women (8:1-3). Through his teaching, Jesus would then
expose who were genuine disciples and who were not.

Observation
1. Without Jesus’ interpretation, what would be your understanding of verses 4 to 8?

2. Why was Jesus teaching in parables (verses 9-10; Isaiah 6:9-10)?
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Meaning
3. What sorts of people do the four kinds of soil represent (verses 11-15)? What
examples have you seen in yourself and others?

4. What are the responsibilities and privileges of following Jesus (verses 16-21)?

Application
5. What are the marks of careful hearing and careless hearing of the word?

6. What implications does this passage have on how we share God’s word with others?

7. Share one aspect of your life where you would like to grow in obedience to God’s
word over the upcoming week.
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STUDY 5
Luke 8:22–39

Instructions
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●

Read the passage together aloud

●

Read the passage again slowly by yourself

●

Follow the Seven Arrows3 bible study method

1.

⟲

2.

←

3.

↑

What does this passage say?

What did this passage mean to its original audience?

What does this passage tell us about God?

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/seven-arrows-basics-bible-study
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4.

↓

5.

→

What does this passage demand of me?

6.

↔

How does this passage change the way I relate to people?

7.

↺

What does this passage tell us about people?

How does this passage prompt me to pray?
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STUDY 6
Luke 8:40–56

Instructions
●

Follow the Discovery4 bible study method

●

Read the passage together aloud

●

Read the passage again slowly by yourself

●

Retell the passage in your own words in pairs

●

Share your answers on these four questions

1. What does this passage tell us about God?

2. What does this passage tell us about people?

3. What does this passage tell us to do?

4. Who am I going to tell about what I have learned?
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https://www.dbsguide.org
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