Introduction
Luke-Acts is a two-part book written by Luke. The first volume Luke details the birth,
life, death and resurrection of Jesus. The second volume Acts then unveils Jesus’
work through the Holy Spirit in the lives of His followers.
Luke likely wrote his account around 70 AD. While Luke never met Jesus, he was a
companion of the Apostle Paul according to the “we” passages in Acts 16:10-17;
20:5-21:18 and 27:1-28:16).

Purpose
Luke’s purpose in writing is clear - to build certainty in the good news of Jesus
through an orderly eyewitness account of His birth, life, death and resurrection
(1:1-4). He defined and defended the gospel, so that we can confidently declare it.

Themes
Firstly, God through Jesus was fulfilling His plan of salvation made long ago. John
the Baptist came as a prophet preparing the way for Jesus. Jesus then came as the
fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham (Genesis 12:13) and David (2 Samuel
7:12-17).
Secondly, the upside-down nature of God’s kingdom brings down the proud and
exalts the humble (1:51-53). His kingdom is for those on the outside - ordinary and
sinful people who humbly admit their need for a saviour. The self-righteous and
religious presume they belong to God, when in reality they do not.
Lastly, Jesus did not come only for the Jews, but also for non-Jews (Gentiles)
(2:29-32). God’s plan goes far beyond one nation and will transform the entire world.
The Book of Luke highlights the gospel to the world.
As we study Luke together, let’s keep an open mind and heart to the truth. Luke will
present hard facts, so our job is to humbly evaluate the evidence. We will grow in
confidence in God’s plan for the world.
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Study 1 / L uke 1:1-4

A Certain Plan

Luke began his gospel with a clear explanation of how he would go about his work
as a historian, so that we can be certain of “the things that have been accomplished
among us” (verse 1) and what we “have been taught” (verse 4).
1. What are you absolutely certain of in life? Why?

Context
Have a roleplay of an interviewer and Luke. The interviewer’s task is to find out as
much information as possible about Luke, while Luke can only answer from the New
Testament. You can swap roles halfway through. Refer to Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-2;
Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11 and Philemon 1:24.
2. Who were Luke’s associates in those passages?

Observation
3. What can we learn about Luke’s method of writing his gospel (verses 1-4)?
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4. How reliable are Luke’s sources (verses 1-2)? Score those sources and share
why you scored them that way.
Verse

Source

Reliability score (1-10)

Meaning
5. Most excellent Theophilus (“dear to God” or “friend of God”) was a Gentile and
possibly a Greek public official. What does this say about God’s big plan
(Genesis 12:1-3 and Isaiah 60:1-3)?

Application
6. Which parts of God’s word do you find hard to believe? What could you do to
grow in certainty?
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Study 2 / L uke 1:5-25

AN ANCIENT Plan

1. What was the longest time you have had to wait for something you really
wanted?

Context
The last time God had spoken to His people was through the prophet Malachi around
400 years before Luke’s gospel. There was silence afterwards and Israel had gotten
used to waiting.
Zechariah and Elizabeth had been childless, which was seen as a curse and brought
shame in their culture (verse 25).They had gotten used to waiting too. Zechariah was
then selected to burn incense in the temple, which was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. Their lives and God’s ancient plans were converging.

Observation
2. What would this child mean for his parents and for the nation of Israel?

3. What can we observe about Zechariah’s character?
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Meaning
4. Compare Luke 1:13-17 with Malachi 3:1 and 4:5-6. How would this child fulfil
these passages and the hopes raised in them?

5. God had previously worked through a childless couple (Genesis 11:27-30 and
1 Samuel 1:1-2). What does this indicate about how God works in the world?

Application
6. Ancient promises in the Bible were fulfilled among the real lives and problems
of ordinary people, including a childless couple. As ordinary people ourselves,
how could we participate in God’s big plans in 2021?

7. One constant theme within Luke is how God was constantly working through
the humble, weak and needy. Share one need that you have been waiting and
praying for.
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Study 3 / L uke 1:26-56

A REVOLUTIONARY Plan

Context
While serving as a priest in the temple, Zechariah had an extraordinary visitation by
an angel with a message from God - that Zechariah and Elizabeth would have a child,
who would prepare the way for the Lord. Though barren and advanced in years,
Elizabeth conceived - fulfilling the angel’s words.
Six months later, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to Mary, a virgin in Nazareth
betrothed to Joseph, with another message. God’s divine plan was about to unfold.

Observation
1. What was human (e.g. Mary’s emotions) or divine about Gabriel’s visitation
and conversation with Mary?

2. What was striking about Elizabeth and her baby’s response to Mary’s
greeting? Why?

3. What details in Mary’s song of praise hinted at the nature of God’s kingdom
and who would enter it?
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Meaning
4. Why is it necessary that Jesus was born of divine origin (Romans 5:12-21 and
Hebrews 2:9-10)?

Application
5. How does this passage bring hope to us and our world?

6. Given the nature of God’s kingdom, how should we demonstrate and deal with pride
in our lives?

7. What truths about Jesus from this passage would you like to include when you share
the gospel?
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Study 4 / L uke 1:57-80

A PLAN FULFILLED

Context
It was the custom to name a child in honour of a parent, a grandparent or a relative,
yet Elizabeth was commanded by the angel to name her son John (verse 13). When
she told the crowd, they were surprised. Even Zechariah had been struck dumb
(verse 20) because of his unbelief.

Observation
1. How did Zechariah’s prophecy answer the question in verse 66?

2. What part did Jesus and John play in this?

Meaning
This passage is the second prophecy about Jesus in Luke 1 (followed by two more in
Luke 2). It shows:
● The prevalence of prophecy pointing to Jesus
● The importance to the Gentile author (who was not imbued with the
prophecies or the Israeli culture and history).
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3. Zechariah quoted from Psalm 106:10 and Jeremiah 23:6 (verse 71).
a. Was the word “we” referring to the House of Israel?

b. Who were “our enemies” - the occupying Roman forces?

4. John would be a prophet of the Most High and go before the Lord to prepare
His ways (verses 76-77). What was John’s key message to the people?

Application
5. Zechariah asked to be delivered from the hand of the enemies, so that they
could serve God without fear. What does it mean for us to serve God without
fear?

6. Zechariah was a man who had lived a long life of faith, but he still needed to
grow in trusting God (verses 18-20). What aspect of your spiritual life would
you like to grow? Pray for each other about it.
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Study 5 / L uke 2:1-21

A JOYFUL Plan

Context
Gabriel had appeared to both Zechariah and Mary with signs that they could check to
verify the truthfulness of his words (1: 13, 20, 31 and 36). Mary decided to go in a
hurry to see her relative Elizabeth - confirming Gabriel’s words and causing her to
praise God (1:46-55).
By the time of Jesus’ birth, Mary seemed to have settled in her faith about God’s
miraculous work in her (verse 19). But there are others who also went through the
same journey of faith.
1. How was the shepherds’ story of faith similar to Mary’s?

Observation
2. Why did Luke include many historical and geographical details (verses 1-5)?

Meaning
3. Jesus was born in a less-than-ideal situation (verse 7) - a big contrast from
the exalted heavenly announcement of His birth by the angels. Why did God
choose such humble circumstances for such an exalted person to come as
Lord?
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4. Why did God choose to involve many people throughout the birth of Jesus?

Application
5. God wants us to have peace in our faith. The angel gave the shepherds signs
that they could verify. They hurried to find Jesus, and eventually they glorified
and praised God for what they had heard and seen. In your journey of faith,
what questions do you still need to resolve? How will you seek the answers?

6. As Mary did through her hymn, the shepherds also told others about what God
has done and praised Him. What has God revealed of Himself to you that you
can praise Him for? Think of non-believers you can share it with.
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Study 6 / L uke 2:22-40

A Plan REVEALED

Context
As part of the Jewish custom (Leviticus 12:1-8) under the Law of Moses, women
who gave birth would need to undergo a purification period. They would then need to
bring to the temple a burnt offering and a sin offering. In that process, Mary
encountered Simon (a righteous and devout man) and the prophetess Anna (an
elderly widow) who lived in the temple.

Observation
1. What can we know about Jesus’ family based on Mary and Joseph’s offering
(verse 24; Leviticus 12:8)?

2. What did Simeon see that caused him to make that declaration as part of his
prophecy (verses 26 and 30)?

Meaning
3. What can Simeon’s prophecy (verses 29-32) tell us about the identity and
ministry of Jesus (Isaiah 42:1-7)?
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4. What did Simeon mean (verses 34-35) in relation to Jesus later in His life
(Matthew 10:34-37 and John 19:26-27)?

Application
5. Simeon prophesied that Jesus’ ministry would face opposition. In what ways
do we need to stand for Christ in the midst of opposition?

6. Prophetess Anna was widowed from an early age, and yet she was still able to
worship and give thanks to God. How can we cultivate a heart of gratitude in
the midst of suffering and loneliness?
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