Introduction
We have such a great God who not only created us, specifically and purposefully, but
He made us in His own image (Genesis 1:26). We were made to reflect the wonderful
trinitarian God who lives in perfect relationship within the three-person Godhead.
Created for relationships is who we are and how we find great support and fulfilment
in life.
FIrstly, our relationship with God is incredible. God didn’t just carefully and uniquely
make us, He created us to have a relationship with Him. I have made some things in
my life - a sandcastle, a table, a bookcase - but I could never imagine making
something in order to have a relationship with what I made. Yet that is how God
made you and me.
Secondly, God also made us to have a relationship with one another. Think of all the
relationships you have had in your life with parents, siblings, school friends,
girl/boyfriend, children, grandparents, cousins, bosses and colleagues. Our life is full
of relationships. The most important thing at the end of this earthly life (in fact, the
only thing we can take into the next life) is our relationship with God and with other
people.
It is not good to be alone because God made us for relationship. In this short series,
we will look at some of the important facets of human relationships and how the
Bible teaches us to properly relate to one another.
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STUDY 1

Friendship
When God finished creating everything, He pronounced it all good (Genesis 1:4, 10,
12, 18, 21 and 25). When He created mankind, He said that this pinnacle of His
creation was very good (verse 31). Yet, there was one thing that was not good - that
the man was alone (2:18).
Even though Adam had a great relationship with God (in which God openly shared
His good plans and purposes with him), God drew attention to the fact that Adam
needed human relationship too. Every person has inherited this need for relationship
with God and with each other. We are created for relationship.
Friendship is one way that this need can be expressed and fulfilled. There are many
examples of friendship in the Bible, for example David and Jonathan’s (1 Samuel
18-20). Jesus spoke of friendship and what it meant to him. We can learn a lot from
this about our own friendships.

John 15:12-17
12 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

13 

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.

14 

You are my friends if you do what I command you.

15 

No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is

doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have
made known to you.
16 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and

bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you.
17 

These things I command you, so that you will love one another.
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Context
1. John 15:12-17 forms part of Jesus’ teaching in the upper room during the last
supper (13:1). What is the significance of Jesus saying these?

Observation
2. What are our motivations for friendships? Compare with verses 12 and 17.

3. What aspects of Jesus’ friendship with His followers are listed in these
verses? How did those work out in His life?
Verse

Aspect of friendship

How Jesus did it

Implications for
our friendships
(Question 5)

13

14

15

16
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Meaning
4. What kind of fruit should we be looking for from our friendships (in each other
and in what we do for the Lord together)?

Application
5. How can these aspects of Jesus’ friendship with His followers work out in our
friendships? - Refer to Question 3

6. Reflect on one of your friendships. What steps can you take to grow it in a
more fruitful and Christ-like way? What specific sacrifices can you make?

7. How

do

these

friendship qualities apply to our friendships with

non-Christians?

Spend time praying in pairs or triplets for your friendships.
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STUDY 2

LIVING SINGLE
Singleness is an important topic. While not all of us will experience marriage, all of
us live single for a significant portion of our lives. And while many people do get
married, Paul emphasised that remaining single (whether by choice or not) is a good
gift from God, which we can use to love and serve Him.
While marriage is common in this life on earth with its sin and struggles, the life to
come is very different. As Jesus said in Mark 12:25, “when they rise from the dead,
they neither marry nor are given in marriage…”. Marriage, therefore, has a purpose in
this life, but not in the life to come. Singleness is an appropriate, blessed and
complete way for God’s people to love and serve Him.
“Jesus is the most complete and fully human person who ever lived.
So his not being married is not incidental. It shows us that none of these things –
marriage, romantic fulfilment, sexual experience – is intrinsic to being a full human
being. The moment we say otherwise, the moment we claim a life of celibacy to be
dehumanising, we are implying that Jesus himself is only subhuman.”
(Sam Allberry - 7 Myths about Singleness)

1 Corinthians 7:7-9 and 32-35
7 

I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one

kind and one of another. 8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for
them to remain single, as I am. 9 But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should
marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion.
32 

I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things

of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33
 But the married man is anxious about worldly
things, how to please his wife, 34
 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or
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betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and
spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her
husband. 35
 I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to
promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

Context
1. Name as many biblical characters as you can who remained single. What did
they have in common? What can we learn from them?

Observation
2. Paul said, “I wish that all were as I myself am” (verse 7). What are the
advantages and joys of being single (verses 32-35)?

Meaning
3. In what ways can the church make an idol out of marriage? What impact
might this have?

4. According to this passage, how can we honour and encourage biblical
singleness?
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Application
5. Think of some people you know who are making the most of their single stage
of life. What are the joys, opportunities and challenges?

6. How can we provide companionship and encouragement in practical ways as
individuals, families and a church to those who are single?

Further reading:
7 Myths about Singleness by Sam Allberry
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STUDY 3

THE DATING RELATIONSHIP
Context
1. What are the main reasons people date today?

If we look for dating advice in the Bible, we might not find a lot. Dating is a concept
of relationship which only began in the early 20th century. Even though there is no
explicit references to dating in the Bible, we can see that God has a lot to say about
dating if we keep certain things in mind.
There are only two relationship statuses in the Bible - single and married. Dating
wrestles with both - two single people intentionally discerning suitability for
marriage. Therefore, to understand dating, we need to look first at marriage and
work backwards.

Ephesians 5:22-33
22 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23
 For the husband is the head

of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.
24 

Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to

their husbands.
25 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26


that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,
27 

so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or

any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28
 In the same way
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husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself. 29
 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ does the church, 30
 because we are members of his body. 31
 “Therefore a man
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh.” 32
 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the
church. 33
 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see
that she respects her husband.

Observation
2. In what ways does marriage visibly demonstrate Christ’s relationship with His
church?

3. According to this passage, what are the qualities one should look for in a future
spouse?

Meaning
“While the great prize in marriage is Christ-centered intimacy, the great prize in dating
is Christ-centered clarity. Intimacy is safest in the context of marriage, and marriage is
safest in the context of clarity. The purpose of our dating is determining whether the
two of us should get married, so we should focus our effort there.”
(Marshall Segal - Not Yet Married)
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4. How would pursuing Christ-centred clarity change the way we date?

5. What are the signs that dating may not have marriage as its goal?

Application
6. As a community, how can we support those who are currently in a dating
relationship or who have recently ended a dating relationship?

7. What helpful questions can we ask ourselves and others to help discern
marriage in a dating relationship? For example:
○ What are you learning about him / her?
○ Are you moving toward or away from clarity about marriage?
○ How has the relationship impacted your relationship with God?

Further reading:
Not Yet Married: The Pursuit of Joy in Singleness and Dating by Marshall Segal
(www.desiringgod.org/books/not-yet-married)
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STUDY 4

THE MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP
Marriage is a great blessing where we enjoy a deep and intimate relationship with
another person. The purpose of marriage is a lifelong commitment to live, love and
serve together. But is this even possible today?
To have a Christian marriage, we need to look back to the Bible and understand how
God made a man and a woman to live together as husband and wife. Only then we
can embrace and live out our marriage as God intended.

Genesis 2:18-25
18 

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him

a helper fit for him.”
19 

Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and every

bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.
20 

The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every

beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.
21 

So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took

one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
22 

And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and

brought her to the man.
23 

Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall

be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
24 

 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh.
25 

And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
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Context
1. God instituted Adam and Eve’s marriage before the fall in chapter 3. What is
the significance?

Observation
2. What did God mean by saying “it is not good that the man should be alone”
(verses 18-23)?

Meaning
3. What does it look like for someone to leave their father and mother when they
get married? How does this impact relationships with parents (Matthew
19:4-6 and Exodus 20:12)?

4. What is involved for a husband to hold fast to his wife (Proverbs 5:18 and
Malachi 2:13-16)?
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5. What is the meaning of becoming one flesh? What mutual implications does
this create (Matthew 19:3-12)?

Application
6. What is more important - to marry the person you love or to love the person
you marry? Why?

7. What should a person do with an immature and irresponsible spouse? Would
you try to change them or simply accept who they are?

Further reading:
The Meaning of Marriage by T
 imothy Keller
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