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Introduction 
 
Is there a God? 

Can we know Him? 

Can our sins be forgiven? 

What’s the meaning and purpose of life? 

How should we live out our daily lives? 

 

How do we know what we know is true?  

 

The reliability of the source of our knowledge (on any subject) is important. When it comes to the big 

questions of life, the consequences are even bigger. If we’re basing our lives on false knowledge, the 

outcome won’t be good - shaky at best and eternally disastrous at worst. 

 

Over the next four weeks, we’re digging into what God says about His Word - the Bible - through four 

key questions. Is the Bible reliable, clear, sufficient and necessary? 

 

Our aim is to help one another to be sure of God’s revelation to us. But beyond that, we want to see 

with clarity  the value of this wonderful book. God has written the Bible in a way that shows us how to 

know Jesus (the Living Word), grow in Him and proclaim Him to others. It’s a vital book that shows us 

the way of salvation and helps us flourish and please God our Creator.    

 

Just like a building, our foundation is important. Dodgy foundation makes for shaky structure. If the 

foundation is good, even if the building is damaged severely, rebuilding can take place. As we explore 

these key questions, we trust that God will deepen our confidence in His revelation of Himself. We also 

trust that God’s intention in giving us His Word will be fulfilled - that we will be wise for salvation and 

thoroughly equipped for every good work as confident and courageous followers of Jesus. 
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THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE 

Can I trust the Bible? 
2 Timothy 3: 14-17 and 2 Peter 1: 16-21  

  

The Bible, as originally written, was given to us through men moved by the Holy Spirit and is thus the 

inspired and infallible Word of God. It is our supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 

 

Recognition of the Scripture’s authority comes from three testimonies - external, internal and within 

each person by the Holy Spirit’s work. As we read God’s Word, the Holy Spirit in our hearts changes our 

lives. 

  

External testimony 

During Jesus’ time, the Jews already revered the Old Testament as Scripture from God. For the New 

Testament, the consensus on the entire canon took several centuries and meetings among church 

leaders until Emperor Constantine demanded a complete book of Scripture for Christianity as the 

Roman Empire’s new official religion. 

  

Internal testimony 

The Bible speaks of itself as God’s Word. The Old Testament, or parts of it, is often referred to as 

Scripture in the New Testament (2 Peter 3: 16; 1 Timothy 5: 18). Jesus said none of His words would 

pass away (Matthew 24: 35) and told His disciples, including those who wrote the Gospels, that the 

Holy Spirit would help them remember what He had said (John 14: 26). 

 

The phrase “thus says the Lord” appears hundreds of times in the Old Testament. The prophetic books 

record God’s words as spoken through the prophets. Jesus spoke highly of the Scripture (Matthew 5: 

17-18) and relied on it to face temptation (Matthew 4: 4). Paul also said that his writings were a 

command from the Lord (1 Corinthians 14: 37). 

 

Holy Spirit ’s  testimony 

Ultimately the Holy Spirit will convince each person that the Bible is God’s authoritative words. As they 

read the Bible, they will be enabled to understand it (1 Corinthians 2: 12-14) and recognise it as His 

words (John 10: 27).  
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1. Why do you trust or not trust the Bible? 

 

 

 

2. The Scripture was “breathed out of God” (2 Timothy 3: 16) and written while the authors were 

“carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1: 21). What are the roles of the writers and God in the 

process (Acts 1: 16)? 

 

 

 

3. Since God never lies (Hebrews 6: 18; Numbers 23: 19; John 17: 17), His words are trustworthy. 

What should we do when science claims something that contradicts the Bible? 

 

 

 

4. What do we risk by ignoring the words of Scripture (2 Timothy 3: 14-17)?  

 

 

 

5. What should we do if we disagree with or do not wish to obey the Bible? 

 

 

 

6. Are there things in the Bible that you believe despite  lack of evidence? Share examples. 

 

 

 

7. How would you help someone to see that the Bible is God’s written Word? 
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THE CLARITY OF SCRIPTURE 

Why is the Bible so hard to understand? 
Psalms 119: 105, 129-130 

  

“Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood but (1) not all at once, (2) not without effort, (3) not 

without ordinary means, (4) not without the reader's willingness to obey it, (5) not without the help of the 

Holy Spirit, (6) not without human misunderstanding, and (7) never completely.” 

(Wayne Grudem, Themelios Volume 34 Issue 3, The Perspicuity of Scripture, 2009, p291) 

 

Understanding the Scripture may sound very difficult, but you do not have to be a Bible scholar to do 

so. Instead of requiring us to be wise, the opposite is true - the Bible imparts wisdom (verse 130). 

 

1. Peter noted that some of Paul's letters were hard to understand (2 Peter 3: 15-16). Which parts 

of the Bible do you find difficult to understand and why? 

 

 

2. Who is able to understand the Bible (Deuteronomy 6: 6-7; Psalm 19: 7)? 

 

  

3. What does verse 105 mean?  

 

 

4. What can we do to better understand the Bible (John 14: 26; James 1: 22-25; Colossians 3: 16)?  

 

 

5. Are there right and wrong interpretations of the Scripture (2 Peter 3: 16)? 

 

 

6. Is it possible to completely understand the Scripture (Isaiah 55: 8-9)? 

 

 

7. How has verse 130 come to fruition in you or those around you? 

  
 



5 

THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE 

How is the Bible enough? 
2 Timothy 3: 15-17; Psalms 19: 7-11 and 2 Peter 1: 3-4 

 
1. All books are written with a purpose - what is the purpose of the Bible? 

 

 

 

2. According to Paul and David, what is the Scripture good for (2 Timothy 3: 15-17; Psalms 19: 7-

11)? How has any of these benefits happened in your life? 

 

 

 

3. What is the Scripture’s grand vision (2 Peter 1: 3-4)? Do we need other revelation than the 

Scripture to fulfil this? 

 

 

 

4. Should we expect the Bible to be sufficient for commerce, medicine, engineering, and any other 

areas of life and knowledge? 

 

 

 

“Scripture contains all the words of God He intended His people to have at each stage of redemptive 

history, and that it now contains all the words of God we need for salvation,  

for trusting Him perfectly, and for obeying Him perfectly.” 

(Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, IVP, 1994, p127) 

 

Spend time giving thanks for God’s revelation to us and its sufficiency for life and godliness. 

Pray for each other for God’s help to read it, rely on it and fulfil its purpose. 
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THE NECESSITY OF SCRIPTURE 

Why should I read the Bible? 
Hebrews 4: 12; Matthew 4: 4 and 2 Timothy 3: 15-17 

 

“The necessity of Scripture means that the Bible is necessary for knowing the gospel,  

for maintaining spiritual life, and for knowing God’s will.”  

(Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, IVP, 1994, p116) 

 

 

Hebrews 4: 12  

1. Why is the Word of God ‘sharper than any two-edged sword’? 

 

2. What needs to be discerned in our thoughts and hearts (Hebrews 4: 1-11)? 

 

3. How has God’s Word challenged your thoughts and motives? 

 

Matthew 4: 4 

Jesus was tempted by Satan while He was fasting for 40 days in the wilderness. 

4. Why was Jesus’ response powerful and appropriate? 

 

5. What is the meaning of ‘live… by every word that comes from the mouth of God’? 

 

6. How did the Scripture help Jesus in the midst of temptation? How does it help us? 
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2 Timothy 3: 15-17 

 

7. How can the Scripture make us “wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus”? 

 

 

8. What does God’s breath signify (Genesis 2: 7)? 

 

 

9. What is the impact of the Scripture on spiritual life (2 Timothy 3: 15-17; Genesis 2: 7)? 

 

 

10. The Pharisees knew the Scripture very well, but they missed salvation. How can we avoid 

becoming like the Pharisees? 

 

 

11. How can we live dependent on God’s Word as our daily spiritual necessity?  
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Conclusion 
 

We hope this series has really helped us examine the foundation of our beliefs and actions - that our 

understanding of the authority, clarity, sufficiency and necessity of God’s Word has grown stronger. 

 

Let’s pray for each other that this will translate into confident and courageous lives in the truth of His 

Word. 

 


