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Introduction 
 

The book of Acts begins with Jesus’ promise to His disciples that they will ‘receive power’ when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon them and that they will be his witnesses ‘in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.’ (Acts 1:8)  

The book of Acts then tells the growth of the gospel in Jerusalem by the disciples, the expansion of the 
gospel to Samaria by the persecuted believers, and through to the end of the earth by Paul, the apostle to 
the Gentiles.  

In this study series, we are going to look at Paul’s first and second missionary journeys. In his first 
journey (see map 1), Paul covered Cyprus, the region of Pamphylia, and the southern region of Galatia 
before going back to Antioch as his mission base while strengthening the believers along the way. 

 

 
Map 1. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (image from www.conformingtojesus.com) 

 

In his second missionary journey (see Map 2), Paul covered a bigger footprint. After strengthening the 
believers in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and the Antioch in Pisidia, he travelled further west through Asia to 
Macedonia. From Macedonia, he moved south to Achaia, and then sailed to Ephesus before returning to 
Antioch via Caesarea and Jerusalem.  
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Map 2. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (image from www.conformingtojesus.com) 

 

In 1 Corinthians 9:19-23, Paul says this: 
19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 

To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under 
the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those 
outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law 
of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the 
weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the 
sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.  

 

Although many things can be learned from Paul’s missionary journeys, this series will focus on studying 
how Paul proclaims the gospel faithfully and at the same time contextualizes himself and the gospel in 
order to win people for Christ. It’s also worth noting that the book of Acts is Luke’s historical account of 
what happened in the spread of the good news into various places and contexts. In that sense it isn’t an 
instruction manual in evangelism, but an historical record that we can learn a lot from as we, in our turn, 
do the difficult work of sharing the same good news in very different communities and contexts.  

At the end of Paul’s second missionary journey, in Corinth, it was evident that Paul was afraid or perhaps 
exhausted. God strengthen him with this words: 

9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be 
silent, 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who 
are my people.” (Acts 18:9–10) 
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God’s encouragement was timely for Paul, and we believe it is timely for us now too. We hope that this 
series will encourage and equip us in our effort to go on speaking and not be silent as we proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus faithfully and contextually, here in Melbourne, Australia, and now in the 21st century.  
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Face to face with Christ 
The Conversion of Saul - Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-22 

Context  

Written by historian and physician Luke, the book of Acts gives an account of the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on God’s people to equip them for being Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth. The first study in this series focuses on Saul of Tarsus’s conversion, often 
called the ‘Road to Damascus Experience‘.  

Saul, armed with written authority from the high priest in Jerusalem, was travelling to Damascus to 
persecute the followers of Jesus when he encountered the risen Christ. Saul’s name was later changed to 
Paul after his conversion and calling to preach to the Gentiles. A careful study of Saul’s conversion may 
reveal similarities to our journey to faith in Christ. 

 
● Read Acts 8:1, Acts 9:1-2, and Philippians 3:5-6.  

Describe Saul’s life and convictions before his conversion. Why was Saul unmoved by the stoning 
of Stephen? 

 

Observation 
● Describe in your own words what happened to Saul on his way to Damascus.  

Compare and contrast Saul’s heart and attitude before and after he met Christ.  
 
 

● Discuss the steps soon after Saul’s encounter with Jesus. What was Ananias’ role in Saul’s 
conversion? 

 
 

● Saul went to Damascus with a specific mission. Describe the change in Saul’s mission and his 
action in Damascus before and after he met Jesus. 
 

Meaning 
● What does this story of Saul’s conversion teach us about who can be saved? What can be learned 

about God’s character here? 
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● Immediately after (or even in the process of his conversion), in verse 15, God points out that Saul 
has been called by God to be God’s instrument to carry His name before Gentiles and kings and 
children of Israel. So, you can say that Saul’s conversion and his calling are inseparable. Do you 
think this is true only for Saul? Or does this actually apply to all believers?  

 
 

Application 
● Read Acts 9:4 and 1 Timothy 1:13. 

If you are a Christian, how is your own conversion experience (or in the experiences of others who 
have been converted) similar or different to Saul’s? How does God’s grace feature in Saul’s 
conversion experience (and yours)? 
 
 

● God used Ananias to help Saul in his very early journey of faith. Some even speculated that 
Ananias was instrumental in the fact that Paul straight away preached in Damascus that Jesus is 
the Son of God (v. 20) and Jesus is the Christ (v. 22). In this light, discuss what we can and 
should do to assist a young believer’s journey to a mature faith in Christ. 
 
 

● As a believer, can you identify with Saul’s experience growing power and transformation 
that baffled the Jews in Damascus after his encounter with Christ? How eager are you to 
proclaim Christ?  

 
 

● During his life Paul related his testimony to many people (Acts 22:1-21; 26:1-32; Gal 1:11-23; 1 
Cor 15:8-11). How have you used your testimony? Can you think if other ways it might be used to 
reach others? 
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Face to face with a son of the devil 
At Cyprus - Acts 13:1-12 

Context  
After his conversion, Paul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus (Acts 9:19b). Paul then went 
to Arabia where he remained for three years (Galatians 1:17-18) to spend quiet time pondering over ‘the 
mystery made known to me by revelation’ (Ephesus 3:3). 

Paul’s first missionary journey was not without divine preparation and the support of the Antioch church. 
This was Paul and Barnabas’s first missionary journey beyond Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, being ‘sent 
out’ by the Antioch church. Their first destination was Cyprus, Barnabas’s homeland.  

 
● How did the early church leadership at Antioch recognise and endorse God’s claim on 

Paul and Barnabas? 
 
 

● What were they doing when they received the call from the Holy Spirit? 
 

Observation 
● What did they do when they arrived at their first destination? Notice also where they did it. 

 

● What opposition did they encounter in Cyprus? And how did Saul or Paul respond to the 
opposition? 

 

Meaning 
● What do you understand by the term ‘set apart’ (v2), ‘placed their hands on them ‘(v3) and ‘sent 

them off (v3)? 

 

● Bar-Jesus was a Jewish sorcerer. The name meant ‘son of salvation’, a common Jewish name 
with no reference to Jesus Christ. Elymas was his Greek name. Paul, however, addressed him as 
‘son of the devil.’ How is this designation appropriate for what Elymas was trying to do? 

 



 

  

 

8 

● The Holy Spirit was active throughout Paul and Barnabas’s mission. What can we learn of the role 
and work of the Holy Spirit in our efforts to proclaim God’s word? 

 
 

Application 
● Is the way the Antioch leadership and church commissioned Paul and Barnabas relevant to us 

today? Discuss. 
 
 

● Read Ephesians 6:10-20. In light of the spiritual opposition in Cyprus, how should Christians view 
the nature of evangelism? How can we be encouraged to share the Gospel when opposed by 
human and spiritual forces?  

 
 

● In light of Acts 13:12, and comparing to Romans 10:14, is proclaiming God’s word limited to 
speech? From this passage, what are some important points to consider in sharing the Christian 
faith? 
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God’s Grand Redemption Plan 
At Antioch in Pisidia - Acts 13:13-52 

Context  
This is the Apostle Paul’s first missionary journey, which is thought to be about 11 years after his 
Damascene conversion.  

● In which city is this passage set (refer to the maps)? 

 

● Where is Paul speaking, who is he speaking to, and why is he speaking there? 

 

Observation 
● From Acts 13:16 to Acts 13:41, Paul delivers a sermon that succinctly states our full set of 

beliefs as laid out in the Bible. If we divide this passage into 3 parts, how would you summarise 

○ vv. 16 – 22 

 

○ vv. 23 – 31; and 

 

○ vv. 32 – 41 

 

● How would you summarise the passage from vv. 42 – 52 ? 

 

Meaning 
Paul’s sermon, from v.16 to v. 41, shows that the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ fulfils scripture, 
what was foretold in what we now call the Old Testament.  

Read Isaiah 49:6 and then re-read Acts 13:46.  
● How did the Jews respond to Paul’s message? 

 

● How did the Gentiles respond ? 
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Read Luke 10:10-11, Matthew 10:14 and Mark 6:11.  

●  What was the response of Paul and Barnabas ? 

 

Application 
● What does Paul’s sermon tell you about God’s grand plan of redemption? How will this encourage 

you in your evangelism? 
 
 
 

● Describe an instance when you have encountered rejection and hostility for speaking the truth 
about Jesus. How did you respond? 
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Evangelism and Persecution 
At Iconium - Acts 14:1-7 

Context  
Having left Pisidian Antioch, Paul and Barnabas journeyed nearly 160km east – south-east to Iconium, 
which is today the 4th largest city in Turkey, and now called Konya.  

● Since Paul was sent by the church in Antioch in Syria, name the places to which he had brought 
the good news before arriving in Iconium. Please refer to the map to help visualise the journey so 
far. 

 

● Describe how Paul and his message was received at each of these places. 
 

 

 Observation 
● How did the Jews respond to the preaching of Paul and Barnabas? 

 

● What did Paul and Barnabas do in response?   

 

●  What evidence was there to the population of Iconium that Paul and Barnabas spoke the truth 
(see v. 3(b))? 

 

 Meaning 
● What is the relationship between words and signs? 

 

● What did Paul and Barnabas do after they left Iconium? 
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Application 
● There is a fine line between persisting and carrying on too long and wearing out your welcome. 

How do you manage this balance? 
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From vain things to a living God 
At Lystra - Acts 14:8-18 

Context  
Lystra is a city in the region of Lycaonia, an ancient region of Anatolia. Politically, Lycaonia is within the 
Roman province of Galatia. Geographically, Lystra is located about twenty-five miles south-by-southwest 
of Iconium in central Asia Minor.  

The town of Lystra was largely inhabited by the remnants of a small Anatolian tribe who spoke their own 
dialect, attested today by a number of inscriptions found in the area and still spoken as late as the 6th 
century AD.1 

 
● Acts 14:8 starts with ‘Now at Lystra…’  

What was it that brought Paul and Barnabas to Lystra? And what was their intention in Lystra? 
(Acts 14:5-7) 
 

Observation 
● Looking at Acts 14:8-13, what can you say about the religious background of the people of 

Lystra?  

 

● What is the important elements of Paul’s proclamation to the people at Lystra? 
 
 

Meaning 
● What is it that provided the opportunity for evangelism for Paul and Barnabas at Lystra? (Acts 

13:8-13). Considering the religious background of the people of Lystra, how is this significant?  

 

● How is Paul’s message at Lystra different from his message back at Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 
13:16-47)?  What do you think are the factors that contribute to the differences? 

 

 

                                                        
1 Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). Lystra. In Baker encyclopedia of the Bible (Vol. 2, p. 1370). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. 
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● How does Paul’s understanding of Creation help him in his proclamation to the people of Lystra? 

 

Application 
● How is the religious background of the people of Lystra similar to or different from the worldview 

of the people around you? 

 

● It was the miracle that provided an opportunity for Paul and Barnabas to evangelise the pagan 
worshippers. What do you think will create an opportunity for you to share the Good News to the 
people around you? What can you do about it? 

 

● Having studied what Paul proclaimed at Lystra, how can you show the relevance of the gospel to 
the non-believers in Melbourne?  
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How can anyone be saved? 
The Jerusalem Council - Acts 15:1-35 

 

Opening Question: How much would you agree or disagree with the following statements? 
a. All Christians should publicly declare their faith by wearing a crucifix or cross necklace. 
b. Christianity is a Western religion and we must follow the church traditions of the West to be 

part of it.  
c. A good Christian is one who lives a morally-pure life and does good works. 
d. A proper life group meeting must always have worship through song, Bible study and prayer. 

Context  
Christianity started among the Jews as a fulfilment of their prophecies about a Messiah, or a Saviour, who 
came in the form of Jesus Christ. However, in the previous chapters of the book of Acts, we saw Gentiles 
(non-Jews) in various cities coming to follow Christ. Questions started to arise about how these non-Jews 
were to be included into what was mainly a Jewish-dominated system of belief about God and salvation. 
This chapter explores how the early church debated what practices and beliefs were considered 
necessary to become a Christian and be part of the church of Christ. 

 
● The men who came from Judea were arguing that a Gentile cannot be saved unless they were 

circumcised according to the custom of Moses (v. 1-5). Why was circumcision so important to 
these Jewish believers? (See Genesis 17:1-14, Exodus 12:40-51) 

 

Observation 
● What were the two requirements for Gentile believers that the party of Pharisees suggested (v. 

5)? Under this system, what would be the basis for whether a person could be considered a 
Christian or not? 

 
 

● What were the main points of Peter’s counter-argument? (v. 7-11) What is the basis of salvation, 
according to Peter? 

 
 

Meaning 
● James mentions that God “visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for His name” (v. 14), 

and then quotes the prophet Amos in verses 15-18. How does this help correct the understanding 
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of some of the Jews who thought that God only saves Jewish people because they were the 
chosen people? 

 

● The final decision of the Jerusalem council ended up recommending four things for the Gentile 
believers: three ceremonial dietary requirements (abstain from eating food offered to idols, from 
eating blood, and from eating strangled animals) and one moral requirement (abstain from sexual 
immorality). Considering that the Jewish believers would still have followed most of the dietary 
laws of Moses, why would it have been beneficial for Gentile believers to abstain from eating 
those things? 

 
 

Application 
● To what extent are your opinions of a fellow believer based upon cultural ideas of how “a good 

Christian” should act or be? (e.g. drinking habits, worship styles, theological training for church 
leaders, etc.) 

 
 

● The Jerusalem Council was a turning point for Christianity as it transitioned from a Jewish-
focused religion to a global community of believers from all cultures. How much do you identify 
with and pay attention to the worldwide body of Christ compared to your local church? 

 
 

● What lessons can we learn from the Jerusalem Council about how to treat fellow believers who 
come from a different culture? 

 
 

● What things do people try to add to the gospel today? In what ways are we tempted to do this?" 
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The Second Missionary Journey 
Timothy Joins Paul and Silas - Acts 15:36 - 16:5 

Context  
Having remained in Antioch for some time strengthening and encouraging the Christians there, Paul and 
Barnabas decide to head out on their second missionary journey. 

 
● What reason is given for Paul and Barnabas deciding to go on a second Journey?  

 
 

● What other activity does Paul carry out while travelling to the churches they had planted 
previously? See Acts 15:22-29 and 16:4 

 

Observation 
● Which prominent New Testament Character is introduced in chapter 16? 

 
 

●  The disagreement between Paul and Barnabas meant they parted ways and travelled with 
different companions. Was this ultimately a good or bad thing?  

 

Meaning 
● The purpose of Paul and Barnabas’ second trip might be called a “follow-up trip.” What was the 

specific issue that they may have been eager to clarify for the Gentile converts? 

 

● Since Paul saw circumcision as having no value (see Galatians 5:6 and Acts 15:1-2), what would 
be Paul’s reason for having Timothy circumcised in 16:3?  

 

● Does this contradict the decisions and recommendations of the Jerusalem council in Acts 15:22-
29? 
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Application 
● Christians are not immune from disagreements. What can we learn from the decision Paul and 

Barnabas made to separate and take other colleagues along with them?  
 
 
 

● Paul circumcised Timothy even though he was strongly against any idea that circumcision was 
necessary for salvation. What does this say about the freedom we have in Christ and the pain 
that is sometimes necessary to share the gospel (see 1 Corinthians 10:23-33)?  
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Following God’s Leading in our Evangelism 

To Macedonia - Acts 16:6-15 

 

Opening Question: How do you work out who to share the gospel with, and where (here, overseas, or 
elsewhere) you should do it? Share with the group how you do it. 

Context  
The new team (Paul and Timothy) sets out to carry the decision of the whole church (Ch. 15) to the 
churches that Paul and Barnabas had planted on their previous journey. Those churches are going and 
growing well (16:4-5). So what next? They head off to new fields, going north-west.  

● In this passage, where are we up to in terms of Jesus’ program in Acts 1:8? 

 

● What part does this passage play in the narrative of the spread of the good news? 

 

Observation 
● Mark on the map the places that are mentioned in this passage, and track Paul and Timothy’s 

movements. What options did they have when they reached Troas?  
 
 

● Who is directing their movements? (v. 7-8) 
 
 

● What do verses 10-12 tell us about Paul and Timothy’s passion to share the good news? 
 

Meaning 
● Why do you think God gave them a vision at this point? Should we expect God to do the same for 

us? 

 

● What was God’s part and what was Paul’s part in Lydia’s conversion? (v. 13-15) 
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Application 
● Are there places and people that God has steered you away from in sharing the good news? 

 
 

● Do we need a ‘call’ to share the good news? 
 
 

● Who are the equivalent of the ‘people gathered at the riverside’ (v. 13) in your life and situation? 
 
 

● Share what steps you can take this week to share the good news with your ‘riverside people’. Pray 
for each other in this.  
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Patience in the midst of persecution 

The Philippian Jailer - Acts 16:16-40 

Context  
We learn in the previous study of God's direction to Paul and Silas to preach the gospel in Macedonia, 
their arrival in Philippi, and of Lydia's conversion and faithfulness in taking Paul and Silas into her home. 
In this passage, we learn of the demon possessed slave girl, and of the Roman jailer who nearly kills 
himself thinking that his prisoners have escaped. 

What do the business woman, the slave girl and the gentile jailer have in common? The Birchot Hashachar 
prayer Jewish men would recite every morning as head of the household, gave thanks to God for not 
creating them as a gentile, a slave or a woman. This attitude of distinction and justification is summed up 
nicely in Jesus' parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:8-14). 

Paul wrote to the Galatians regarding justification by faith that, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28), a 
great comfort to those who hear His calling.  

Observation 
● What was the reason Paul and Silas were thrown into prison?  

 
 

● In your view, what made the jailer ask the question, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” in verse 
30? 
 

Meaning 
● Paul and Silas were dragged into the marketplace, and the people said, “These men are Jews, and 

they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to 
accept or practice.” To what extent do our evangelism efforts go against the laws and customs of 
a nation? 

 

● Paul and Silas experienced persecution for what they did. Describe their attitude in the midst of 
persecution. How is it significant in their mission? 
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● The Philippian jailer asked how he could be saved, and Paul answered, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your household." The passage continues with the jailer and his 
family listening to God's Word and being baptised. Is believing a moment's decision or is it a 
process? 

 

Application 
● When we are accused of something, what would our first reaction be? Would we defend ourselves 

or would we have the patience and perseverance to bear with the suffering as Paul and Silas did? 
 
 

● In the midst of trials and persecution, would we persevere still finding ourselves praising God and 
patiently consider those around us? Or would we seek escape at the very first opportunity? Read 
James 1:2-4 and 1 Peter 4:12-19 

 
 

● Does suffering increase the impact of the Gospel? Is the impact of the Gospel message 
diminished by avoiding suffering?  
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Turning the World Upside Down 
In Thessalonica and Berea - Acts 17:1-15 

Context  
From Philippi Paul and Silas travelled through the towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia, not stopping there 
but travelling to Thessalonica, a major harbour town, about 150km from Philippi, and the capital of the 
province of Macedonia. Paul and Silas would have spent many months in Thessalonica with many gentile 
converts, as we see in Paul’s two letters to the Thessalonians. But here Luke concentrates on his three-
week mission to the Jews.  

Because of the upheaval that Paul caused in Thessalonica, Paul and Silas were sent to Berea for their 
protection. Berea was an inland town about 75km from Thessalonica, still part of Macedonia. This was an 
urgent and unexpected trip. But even with his close call in Thessalonica, where he could have been 
mobbed, as soon as Paul gets to Berea he goes immediately to the Synagogue and preaches.  

 

● Paul and Silas had come from Philippi and travelled to Thessalonica. What reasons would Paul 
have for not preaching the gospel at Amphipolis and Apollonia, as they passed through (see v.1 )?  

 

● What had Paul and Silas done or said that “turned the world upside down” (v. 6) in the city of 
Thessalonica? In what way had Thessalonica had its world “turned … upside down”? What 
implication does this have for us? 

 

Observation 
● In verses 2-3 it explains how Paul proclaimed the gospel to the Jewish community in 

Thessalonica.  
○ “He reasoned with them” – v. 2. 
○ “From the Scriptures” (Old Testament) – v. 2. 
○ “Explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 

dead” – v. 3. 
○ “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ” – v. 3.  

What can you learn from how Paul evangelised among his own people, the Jews, in this situation? 
How can you better tell others about believing in Jesus?  
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● How would you contrast the different ways in which the people of Thessalonica and Berea 
reacted to receiving the message of the gospel by Paul? (See vv. 4-7 & 11-12).   

 
 

● In verses 10-12 it says that Paul went to the synagogue at Berea and told them about Jesus. How 
do you think then, that not only Jews, but also Greek men and women responded to Paul’s 
message?  

 

Meaning 
● “Jason and other brothers” had supported and given accommodation to Paul and Silas. What 

happened to them as a result of the backlash instigated by the jealous Jews? (vv. 6-9) From this 
passage (vv. 1-9), what should we expect when we tell others about Jesus?  

 

● In v. 11 it says that the Bereans “received the word with all eagerness”. Why do you think the 
hearts of the people in Berea were so well prepared to receive this message? How can we help to 
prepare the hearts of people we wish to share the gospel with?  

 

Application 
● How would you explain to a friend the difference between the Kingship of Jesus in your life and 

your responsibility and allegiance to your country? (vv. 6-7).  
 
 

● In verse 2 and 3, Paul ‘reasoned’ from the scriptures, ‘explained’ and ‘proved’ that “it was 
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead” and that “This Jesus, whom I 
proclaim to you, is the Christ.” How is this significant in your own proclamation of the gospel?  
How can you show others that Jesus indeed died and rose again from the dead? 

 
  



 

  

 

25 

The Unknown God Revealed 

In Athens - Acts 17:16-34 

 

Opening Question: How many different political causes, life philosophies, and religious/spiritual beliefs 
have you encountered in the last month in this city? How do you talk with people who have a different 
worldview than yours? 

Context  
The city of Athens was the cultural and intellectual capital of the Greek world – home to famous speakers, 
wise philosophers, great artists, and many different factions of people all advocating a particular political 
cause, spiritual truth, or way of life. Some of these included the Epicureans and Stoics.  

Epicureans believed that the gods didn’t care or interfere with humanity and that people’s main purpose in 
life was to seek out pleasure, or what makes them happy. Stoics denied the supernatural and encouraged 
rational thinking, teaching that people must accept what life gives to them, and control their emotions to 
work hard at making the world a better place. These two philosophies still exist today, though perhaps 
under different names.  

There were also many other religions and philosophies in Athens, as it was the place where the highly-
educated intellectual elite of the world would come to debate with one another. Many of them would 
speak from the Areopagus, which was a prominent rock near the Acropolis, where the High Court of 
Athens would meet. In this passage, Paul makes a famous speech at the Areopagus. 

 
● How would you describe the Athenians’ attitude towards people claiming to tell a new truth about 

the world? (vv. 16-21) What does this say about their understanding of their own ignorance? 
 
 

Observation 
● When Paul saw the city was full of idols, what was his emotional reaction? and how did he act 

upon it? (vv. 16-17) 
 
 
 

● Consider verses 22-23, 27 and 30. In a city focused on pursuing knowledge and truth, how would 
these verses appeal to the people of Athens? 
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● How does Paul describe God’s relationship with: 
○ The world?  
○ Humanity? 

 

Meaning 
● How does Paul’s statement in verses 24-29 conflict with the practice of idol worship? 

 

● The Athenians had been listening to Paul throughout most of his speech until he mentioned the 
resurrection of Jesus (vv. 31-32). Why would they start to mock him here? 

 

● What do you think what Paul is saying in verses 26-27? What does this impact on our 
evangelism?  

 

Application 
● Paul began his speech with a compliment about the Athenians’ attitude towards religion and 

tailored his speech to address the core value of the pursuit of truth that both he and his audience 
had in common. Think of a person in your life who has a different philosophy to you. What are the 
core values that he/she is pursuing through that philosophy? How does the message of Jesus 
Christ speak to those core values? 

 
 

● The Athenians were worshipping idols made with gold, silver, or stone, and crafted by human 
hands. We might not live in a society that worships such idols anymore. What idols can you 
identify in our world today? And how can you apply what Paul did in Athens to our situation 
today? 

 
 

● People started mocking Paul when he made the claim that a person rose from the dead. Some 
skeptics claim that the resurrection is only something only ignorant / uneducated people would 
believe in. What do you think about this? If you are a Christian, how would you respond to this? 
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Go on speaking and do not be silent 

In Corinth - Acts 18:1-23 

Context  
Paul leaves Athens, arriving in Corinth where he stays for the next 18 months and establishes the church 
there. 

While Athens was a centre of learning and philosophy, Corinth was, in contrast, a centre of commerce and 
a very worldly city. The Corinthians were a proud people, boasting of their intellect, wealth, influence and 
culture. Corinth was also renowned for sexual promiscuity spread by the female devotees of the nearby 
temple of Aphrodite, doubling as prostitutes.  

While in Athens, Paul preached to a people seeking to know the 'Unknown God' (Acts 17:23). In Corinth 
Paul preached to a people who were lost to worldly pleasures and influences, as evident from the 
struggles of the Corinthian church Paul addresses in his first letter to the Corinthians. 

Observation 
● If you were to imagine Paul’s weekly calendar, how would it look like? 

 
 

● In Paul's vision in verses 9-10, what did the Lord promise? Can you identify the circumstances 
and means by which that promise was fulfilled? 

 
 

● Paul experienced significant opposition and abuse from the Jews, such that he shook out his 
garments and said, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles" (Acts 18:6). Compare this with Jesus' instructions to His disciples in Luke 9:5. Are there 
differences? 
 

Meaning 
● Paul was a tentmaker by trade and he worked in his trade while he was in Corinth. As an apostle, 

he could have focused on preaching the gospel and expected the Christians to support him in his 
ministry. Instead, throughout the new testament, we learn about Paul's attitude towards working 
to support oneself while in the mission field. Why did Paul value the need to be self-sufficient in 
the mission field? (See Acts 20:33-35; 1 Corinthians 9:12; 2 Thessalonians 3:8)  
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● Would Silas' and Timothy's arrival carrying gifts from the church in Philippi have changed Paul's 
attitude towards tentmaking?  Read Philippians 4:14-20; 2 Corinthians 11:7-11. 

 
 
 

● How is God’s encouragement to Paul in verses 9-10 significant to him in his ministry? What does 
it mean when God says ‘for I have many in this city who are my people’?  

 
 

Application 
● Paul worked in his trade while he was in Corinth for a reason. Based on your discussion above, 

what is your understanding of tentmaking ministries today? Can you think of any reason, apart 
from self-sufficiency, that would make tentmaking an ideal approach to cross-cultural and cross-
border evangelism? 

 

 

● When do we give up on people who are not receptive? Paul would have experienced significant 
abuse, very likely physical as well, from the Jews before leaving the synagogue to focus on the 
Gentiles. What would your tipping point be? 

 

 

● How is God’s encouragement to Paul in verses 9-10 significant to us here and now?  
 

 

 

 

 


