
 



INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The Old Testament opens with the five books of Moses (or Torah) that provides the 
foundation for the life of the people of God. It’s followed by the books of history that tells the 
story of God’s dealing with His people, and ends with the prophets who foretell God’s plans 
and promises for His people that are eventually fulfilled in and by Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour. In the middle of the Hebrew Old Testament, however, are five books that are of 
different genre. The books of Job, Psalm, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs belong 
to what’s called the wisdom literature in the Old Testament.  
 
The book of Proverbs opens with: ‘The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel.’ 
Upon his request, God granted Solomon wisdom above any man on earth (1 Kings 3:11-12, 
4:31). With his wisdom, Solomon governed wisely. He also spoke as many as 3,000 proverbs 
(1 Kings 4:32), of which fewer than one-third are recorded. The final collection of wisdom in 
Proverbs was not completed until long after Solomon’s death. Proverbs 25:1, for example, 
begins a collection of Solomon’s sayings which were transcribed by the men of Hezekiah 
who lived around 700 BC (250 years after Solomon). A careful examination of Proverbs also 
reveals that Solomon is not the only contributor (30:1; 31:1).1 
 
It’s worth noting that Israelite wisdom literature is not unique in form and subject matter 
among the ancient Near East (ANE) writings. Firstly, wisdom in Proverbs was a family 
matter, specifically from a father to his son urging him to hold on to the teachings of his 
parents (e.g., 1:8; 2:1; 3:1; 4:1; 5:1; 6:1, 20; 7:1). Secondly, Proverbial wisdom was also royal 
matter. After all, it is given by a king to his son hoping that his royal son will grow to be a 
wise man, husband, father, and king. Furthermore, the references to counselors and scribes 
imply that royal courts are involved in the development and presentation of its content. 
Neither family wisdom nor royal wisdom, which are the running features of Proverbs, was 
unique to Israel. Furthermore, like other ANE wisdom literature, Proverbs deals practically 
with ordinary matters of life more than with great philosophical concepts. However, its 
distinctive feature sets it aside from the non-biblical material and has often clarified its 
purpose and message.2  
 

																																																								
1	J.	Newheiser,	Opening	up	Proverbs	(Leominster:	Day	One	Publications,	2008),	17.	
2	D.	A.	Garrett,	Proverbs,	Ecclesiastes,	Song	of	songs,	Vol.	14	(Nashville:	Broadman	&	Holman	
Publishers,	1993),	21.	



Unlike ANE wisdom, we are told that God is the starting point of wisdom:  “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (1:7; 9:10). It is clear that although the ANE wisdom 
literature is often similar to that found in the Bible, the wisdom in Proverbs is rooted in the 
fear of the Lord and is the practical outworking of one’s knowledge of God and her 
obedience to the Law of God. While Torah looks to God for His revelation, Proverbs looks at 
life itself in order to discuss directly how to see life (our understanding of topics such as 
friendship, marriage and the family) and how to live life on the basis of that understanding.3 
While Torah commands obedience to God out of one’s deep gratitude and solemn duty to 
God, Proverbs invites us to choose wisdom over folly because of the benefit wisdom may 
deliver and the loss folly will bring. In other words, Proverbs is one’s collection of wisdom 
having carefully observed life and thoughtfully discerned the outworking of God’s overruling 
Providence in all things. 4  It is sad, however, to learn that Solomon himself did not 
consistently pursue the wisdom he himself taught in Proverbs. As a result, his later years 
were ruined by his own foolishness (1 Kings 11). Proverbs, therefore, invites us to reflect 
upon life and to discern God’s hands as he directs those who continue to trust in Him and 
choose wisdom.  
 
A number of years ago, an acronym was made famous: W.W.J.D – What would Jesus do? It 
bids us to always think how Jesus would respond to various situations in life. Proverbs 
teaches how God would have man behave, out of his fear of the Lord, in all circumstances of 
life, regardless of their ages and stages of intellectual development.5 God does not intend 
that we be driven only by instructions from above. He made us to be responsible, thinking, 
reasoning people who exercise our freedom responsibly within the bounds set by God’s 
word.6 With the contrasts in Proverbs between the benefit of wisdom and the detriment of 
folly, not only do we do things out of our duty of obedience to God, but we also choose 
wisdom because wisdom is good for us.  
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5	Ibid,		pp.	iii–iv.	
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WISDOM FOR LIVING SERIES 
 
 
07-Aug-16 Proverbs 1:1-7 The Beginning of Wisdom 

14-Aug-16 Proverbs 1:8-33 The Call of Wisdom 

21-Aug-16 Proverbs (various) The Wisdom in God-centred friendships 

28-Aug-16 Proverbs 2:1-22 The Benefits of Seeking Wisdom 

04-Sep-16 Proverbs 3:1-35 The Wisdom of Trusting in the LORD 

11-Sep-16 Proverbs 4:1-27 The Wisdom of Pursuing Wisdom 

18-Sep-16 Proverbs 5:1-23 The Wisdom of Marital Faithfulness 

25-Sep-16 Proverbs 6:1-19 The Wisdom of Heeding Warnings 

02-Oct-16 Proverbs 6:20-7:27 The Wisdom of Avoiding Sexual Immorality 

09-Oct-16 Proverbs 8:1-36 The Blessings of Wisdom 

16 Oct 16 Proverbs 9:1-18 Walking in Wisdom 

 
 
 

FURTHER READING 
 
 
We recommend the following commentary: 
 
Graeme Goldsworthy, Proverbs: The Tree of Life, from Reading the Bible Today Series 
(series ed. Paul Barnett) 
 
 
 
 



STUDY GUIDE 
 
 

Context 

• What instructions have been given so far (in the preceding chapters)?  

 

Observation  

• Are there specific instructions/commands given to the reader?  

• What images or metaphors does the author use?  

• What is the main point or points?  

• What surprises are there?  

 

Meaning  

• How does the author motivate the reader/audience, or make his appeal?  

• What does the passage teach us about God, and his people, and life in his world?  

• Does the passage point forward to Jesus? Is the gospel anticipated or 

foreshadowed in some way?  

 

Application  

• How does this passage challenge (or confirm) your understanding?  

• How does this passage call on you to change the way you live? And how does the 

gospel of Jesus Christ help us in this aspect? 


