


Relentless 

1 1  S t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  b o o k  o f  H o s e a  
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Introduction 
In around 760 BC the Lord called the prophet Hosea to be his messenger to the nation 

of Israel. Hosea lived and prophesied in the northern kingdom during the years leading 

up to the Assyrian invasion of 722 BC in which Israel was defeated and removed from 

the land. His ministry overlapped with prophets like Isaiah and Micah (who prophesied 

in the south) and Amos and Jonah (who prophesied mainly in rural areas of the north), 

and covered a period of several decades. Initially, it was a time of affluence and peace. 

The threat of the traditional dominant forces that surrounded Israel was significantly 

weakened with Assyria and Babylon distracted by internal disunity and other external 

pressures. During these years of stability the nation of Israel was able to expand its 

smaller states, freely prosper through trade, enjoy extravagant material wealth, and 

engage in apparent religious devotion and activity. However, the prophets of the time 

make clear that the people’s hearts were far from God, their religion was shallow, and 

corruption was rife across the land. By mid way through the eighth century the nation 

began to collapse. Stability gave way to turbulence and prosperity to ruin. The long 

reign of Jeroboam II, which spanned four decades, was nearing its end (2 Kings 14: 

23-29). His death would spark a series of six brief reigns in Israel across 25 shaky 

years. No less than four of those kings would be murdered by their successors (2 

Kings 15: 8 - 17: 4). Meanwhile, on the horizon, Assyria was gaining strength and 

amassing terrifying military might. The tremors from their marching army would soon 

be felt and it would not be long before Israel was destroyed. 

 

This was the climate in which Hosea was sent by God. His message resounds with 

love and wrath, mercy and judgment. The book begins with Hosea’s marriage to a 

harlot named Gomer. This was clearly no ordinary marriage. Initiated by God’s word, 

Hosea’s marriage and family provided a graphic and painful picture through which 

God’s love for Israel would be displayed. Just as Israel forsook the Lord and 

committed spiritual adultery, so too Gomer would leave Hosea and pursue other men. 

With a wife who had gone astray just as Israel had done and children who depicted 

the doom that Israel deserved, Hosea’s message was deeply personal and sharp in 



focus – concentrating primarily on Israel’s unfaithfulness to the Lord. Despite his 

wife’s bitter betrayal, Hosea is called by God to go and redeem Gomer, ‘And the Lord 

said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an 

adulteress, even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other 

gods”’ (Hosea 3: 1). What Hosea was painfully asked to do was a snapshot of what 

God had done in setting his love on Israel.  

 

From the domestic drama of Hosea’s home (chapters 1-3), the book then shifts to a 

series of prophecies that are full of tension, alternating between God’s justice and 

mercy (chapters 4-14). Throughout these chapters the clouds of God’s judgment and 

wrath - evoked by Israel’s continued unfaithfulness - are broken by rays of mercy and 

hope that shine forth from God’s unfailing love (e.g. Hosea 11: 1-11; 14: 1-9). In this 

way the Hosea’s story and message point us forward to a time when God’s love will 

triumph over the unfaithfulness of his people – a time when justice will be satisfied, 

anger turned away, repentance deep, and love exclusive. Then the relationship 

between God and his people - tragically unequal and bitter with betrayal like Hosea’s 

marriage - will be made right. As one writer has observed, ‘With unflinching obedience 

Hosea drank a bitter cup. His home was his Gethsemane. In bending to a will not his 

own, he not only left a poignant illustration of divine love but prepared the way for One 

who perfectly embodied this love’.1 The book of Hosea casts our eyes forward to the 

cross of Jesus where our relentless rebellion meets the relentless love of God 

expressed in the death of his Son. On that cross Jesus gave himself to purchase a 

loveless bride, that he might make her lovely ‘…without spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, that she might be holy and without blemish’ (Ephesians 5: 27). 

  

                                                



Study  1  

 

A Match Made in Heaven 

Hosea 1: 1 - 2: 1 

 

1. You might have heard that ‘Christianity is all about having a relationship with God; 

it’s not rules’. In what way is that a helpful or unhelpful description of the Christian 

faith? 

 

There is really no such thing as a meaningful relationship that’s void of rules. Take, for 

example, marriage. Marriage is the strongest and most intimate relationship two 

people can enter, but it’s built upon basic rules such as the two parties being faithful 

to one another ‘forsaking all others so long as they both shall live’. It would be a very 

brave, or perhaps more accurately a very stupid, husband who commits adultery and 

then objects to his wife’s displeasure by appealing to the fact that marriage is about 

relationship, not rules! The book of Hosea is about an unfaithful people, a broken 

marriage, and the relentless love of a gracious God. It’s a story that takes us back to 

the very beginning of creation where, following the rebellion of Adam and Eve and the 

entrance of sin and death into God’s good world, God chose Abraham and his 

descendants, the Israelites, to be his special people. Through God’s loving initiative 

they entered into a covenant relationship with him (cf. Genesis 17: 7-8; Jeremiah 31: 

31-34; Zechariah 8: 8), through which he would save humanity from sin and death. 

However, like all meaningful relationships, this one too had rules. These rules weren’t 

about how the Israelites were to live in order to earn God’s favour and so save 

themselves. Rather, the Bible is very clear that only God can save. In fact, that’s 

precisely what he’d done for Israel. He had saved them from slavery in Egypt and then 

given them the law in order to show them how to live as his special people. 

Fundamentally, their relationship with God was to be an exclusive one in which there 

was no place for other gods (Exodus 20: 2-3). Sadly however, like Adam and Eve, the 



Israelites failed to be faithful to God. They turned away in worship of other gods (cf. 

Hosea 2: 5, 8). Therefore, though God remains faithful to his covenant promises and 

constant in his love for Israel, he sends the prophet Hosea to announce to the 

Israelites that they have sinned so grievously against him that a time of judgment is 

coming.  

 

Read Hosea 1: 1 - 2: 1 

 

2. What does God call Hosea to do in verse 2?2 

 

  

3. Why does God ask Hosea to do this (i.e. what was his purpose – note the word 

‘for’)? 

 

 

4. What is Hosea’s marriage illustrating? 

 

 

5. What difference is there in the way the first child is spoken of in comparison to the 

second and third children? What might be the significance of this? 

‘She conceived and bore him a son’ (first child) 

‘She conceived again and bore a daughter’ (second child) 

‘She conceived and bore a son’ (third child) 

 

 

6. Hosea’s children are to be a living sign and warning to the people of Israel (v. 3-9). 

Complete the following table: 

 

                                                



Name of Child Meaning Message 

‘Jezreel’ (cf. 2 Kings 9-10) ‘God will scatter or plant’3  

‘Lo-ruhamah’   

‘Lo-ammi’   

 

7. Despite the devastating judgement that will come upon Israel, God speaks of a 

brighter future ahead. Answer the following: 

o What does ‘Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of 

the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered’ allude to and why is this 

significant (cf. Genesis 22: 17; 32: 12)? 

 

o What promises are made in Hosea 1: 10 - 2: 1? 

 

o How are these promises fulfilled in Jesus and the establishment of the 

church (cf. Mark 15: 2, 26; John 11: 50-52; Romans 9: 25-26; 1 Peter 2: 10)? 

 

 

 

Think/Grow/Live 

• What does Hosea’s marriage to Gomer teach us about God and his relationship 

with us? 

• In many ways the great reversal of this passage is the story of all true Christians 

(i.e. from ‘Scattered’, ‘No Mercy’ and ‘Not My People’ to ‘Planted’, ‘You have 

received mercy’ and ‘You are my people’). Discuss the following: 

                                                



o How does this truth challenge or enhance your understanding of God’s 

love? 

o How does it help you in your fight against sin? 

o Since coming to Christ, you may not have abandoned him and pursued 

other gods outright, but are there areas where you are tempted to flirt 

with other gods or ways in which you have become cold in your love for 

God? 

o How can you help one another stay faithful to God and fight spiritual 

adultery? 

Prayer Points 

• Thank God for his relentless love expressed most clearly in the underserved gift of 

his son, Jesus, who died for our sins to reconcile us to God. 

• Ask God to forgive you for the ways in which your love has grown cold and to help 

you to be faithful to him.  

• Pray for our global partners. 

 
 
 
 

  



Study 2 

 

Justice and Mercy in Conflict 

Hosea 2: 2 - 3: 5 

 

Parents are often caught between the need to punish their child who has done the 

wrong thing and their desire to show their love for them. It’s a tension and dilemma 

that exists in any relationship where someone violates the commitment and wrongs 

the other person. The story of people relating to God is littered with instances of this 

problem. God wants his people to understand what it feels like, and what the 

consequences are, so He tells his messenger to enter into a relationship that reflects 

how God’s people are relating to him. In these chapters we see the intensity of both 

God’s wrath and mercy as he challenges his people. 

 

JUDGEMENT 

Read Hosea 2: 2-13 

 

Complete the table below. 

 What God’s people have done  The Lord’s response 

v. 2  

 

 

v. 2-3  

v. 5  

 

 

v. 6-7  

v. 8  

 

 

v. 9-13  



 

1. Note the ‘therefore’ in verses 6 and 9. What connection do you notice between the 

sins and the judgements?  

 

2. What is the overall tone of the Lord’s response to His people’s sin in verses 2-13?  

 

3. Are his responses fair and just? 

 

4. In what ways do God’s people today commit the same sins that God’s people did 

then? 

 

MERCY 

Read Hosea 2: 14-23 

 

List the things that God says He is going to do for his people: 

 

 

Note the wonderful reversals predicted in this section:  

• Valley of Achor (v. 15 - where Achan was cursed in Joshua 7: 25-26) will be a door 

of hope  

• Jezreel will be sown by God (v. 22 cf. Hosea 1: 4-5) 

• No Mercy will receive mercy (v. 23 cf. Hosea 1: 6) 

• Not My People will become my people and respond by acknowledging ‘You are my 

God’ (v. 23 cf. Hosea 1: 9) 

 

5. How long will it last (v. 19)? 

 

6. The response by the Lord in these verses is very different from the response in 

verses 2-13. Are the responses compatible with each other, or with God’s 

character? How? 



7. What are the two most repeated words in chapter 2? 

 

8. What does this tell us about God? 

 

9. If the key words of chapter 2 are in future tense, what are the key words for us this 

side of the cross (cf. John 17: 1-4, 19: 30; Revelation 5: 9)? 

 

LOVE ... AS THE LORD LOVES 

Read Hosea 3: 1-5 

 

It seems that by this time Gomer had become someone’s sex slave (verse 3). 

  

10. What does the Lord tell Hosea to do (v. 1)? Imagine yourself in Hosea’s shoes. 

How would you feel about this idea? 

 

11. How does this help to understand God’s love for his people?  

 

 

12. Hosea pays the price (the cost of a slave) and takes Gomer back. What do verses 

3-5 tell us about how redeemed sinners are to live? 

 

 

Prayer Points 

• Thank the Lord for his mercy and unending love.  

• Take time to discuss what is the best response to such amazing and unrelenting 

love.  

• Pray for each other to live out that response. 
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When Knowledge is Rejected 
Hosea 4: 1-19 

 

1. “We don’t need God for morality” is a common saying in our age. What do you 

think? Give reasons for your answers. 

 

It was certainly true of the Israelites that when they turned away from God, all sorts of 

corrupt practices emerged. We have seen some of them already in the last three 

chapters. In this chapter God gets more specific. It reads like a court case.  

 

Read Hosea 4: 1-3 

 

2. What are the charges God confronts them with (v. 1)? 

 

3. What evidence is there (v. 2)?  

 

 

4. What are the outcomes for land, people and environment (v. 3)?  

 

 

5. How do we see this kind of thing playing out in our own lives and culture?  

 
Read Hosea 4: 4-9 

 

6. Why does the Lord single out the priest for special condemnation?  

 



7. How are leaders amongst God’s people responsible for their knowledge and 

understanding (Deuteronomy 6: 1-9; 2 Timothy 4: 1-2; James 3:1)? 

 

8. What consequences of the priest or teacher’s failure does God point out here? 

 

9. Think of situations where people look to you for their knowledge of God – in your 

family, workplace, friendship group, church, etc. How could you do it better? 

 

Read Hosea 4: 10-14 

 

10. What is the sin that God points out in this section? 

 

11. Why is prostitution an apt symbol of worshipping false gods (besides being a 

literal part of Baal worship)? 

 

12. What effect does this behaviour have? 

o Verse 10 

o Verse 11 

o Verse 12 

o Verse 13 

 

13. What similar results do we see in our own lives and society when we turn from 

God to serve things, ideas or people that replace God? 

 

Read Hosea 4: 15-19 

 

It seems like God has given up on these stubborn people. He warns Judah, the 

southern kingdom, to not go the same idolatrous direction. Gilgal and Bethel (v. 15) 

were where the northern kingdom had set up their shrines to Baal. Hosea gives the 

nickname Beth-Aven (‘House of Evil’) to Bethel (‘House of God’) (cf. Gen 28: 10-22).  



 

14. In what areas do we stubbornly resist God’s work in our lives? 

 

15. What does it mean to have the Lord feed us ‘like a lamb in broad pasture’ (v. 16 cf. 

John 10: 1-16)? 

 
Prayer Points 

Pray for each other that we would be ruthless with the idolatry that creeps into our 

lives, and constantly turn to the Lord and his word to feed and guide us.  
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Judgment and Mercy  

Hosea 5: 1-15 

 

This chapter educates us on some of the dynamics involved in our lives - personally 

and through divine intervention - that happen when we continue to live a shallow 

relationship with God. That is, having no regard to the idolatry or carnality in our lives 

while all the time presenting ourselves as ‘spiritual’ to those who see us in public. 

Hosea speaks to things that happen to us because of these actions, as well as things 

that happen as God works in our lives to soften our hardness to him and to correct us 

- returning us to a positive, mature, and loving walk with him. 

 

Key Verse: 

“I will return again to my place, 

until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, 

and in their distress earnestly seek me” 

(Hosea 5: 15) 

 

The withdrawal of God’s protection involved the exile of Israel from their own land. No 

weapon formed against them could prosper so long as they walked with The 

Almighty; however, sin severed them from his care and cut them adrift to be swept 

before the storm of the invader. 

 

1. Who was God’s pronouncement of guilt addressed to (v. 5)? 

 

2. What would God withdraw because of Israel’s unfaithfulness (v. 6- 7)? 



 

3. Why would the sound of battle be heard among God’s people (v. 8-9)? 

 

4. What was God’s charge against Judah (v. 10)? 

 

5. How had the process of judgment against Israel already started (v. 11-14)? 

 

 

6. What was the ultimate purpose of the Lord’s judgment on his people (v. 15)? 

 

 

Think/Grow/Live  

This chapter provides some good suggestions for us to search our own hearts before 

God. Personally consider the following questions, share in groups whatever is 

appropriate, and pray for each other. 

• Have you in any way been a snare or a net to others, injuring them by your 

example or conversation (v. 1)? 

• Have you been unfaithful to your lover Christ (v. 3)? 

• Have you been proud of any of God’s gifts or the position to which you hold (v. 5)? 

• Have you been grasping and fraudulent like those who secretly remove the 

landmark to include a little more of their neighbour’s lands for their own (v. 10)? 

• Have you gone for help away from God to some unholy alliance, just like the 

Assyrian King Jareb, whose alliance Israel sought (v. 13)? 

 

 

Prayer Points  

Ask God to reveal things in your life that offend him or the sin you have been hiding, 

repent and put it away, and experience afresh the wonder of his love, protection and 

power. 
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What Do You See?  

Hosea 6: 1 - 7: 16 

 

Have you ever looked at yourself in distorted carnival mirrors that make you look 

extremely tall and thin or incredibly short and fat? In these two chapters, it seems that 

the Israelites had the opposite kinds of mirrors – they saw only the images of 

themselves that they wanted to see. Through Hosea, the Lord tries to get the Israelites 

to see their reflection as it really is. 

 

Suffering turns the people to God again (v. 1-3) but there is no deep change. Their 

‘love’ evaporates as quickly as dew in the hot sun. It is lasting love and real knowledge 

of him that God looks for (v. 6). 

 

At the heart of the nation's religion at Shechem, there is intrigue and murder! ‘The third 

day’ (v. 2) probably indicates that after a short period Israel would be restored and is 

generally understood to be a fore hint of the Messiah's resurrection on the third day. 

‘Gilead’ (v. 8) and ‘Shechem’ (v. 9) - two of the principal cities of the land - were 

particularly horrible as centres of vice and violence. 

 

Hosea employs a string of metaphors to describe the relationship between Israel and 

God. In matters of judgment, God has been referred to as a moth and dry rot that will 

eat away at the nation (5: 12) and a wild animal that devours (5: 14-15). Now his 

people are referred to as evaporating dew and dwindling mist and smoke (6: 4), a hot 

oven (7: 3-7), a burned cake (7: 8) and a silly dove (7: 11). 

 

These metaphors and similes are designed to strike the hearts and imaginations of 

God’s people. Some shock by exposing the ugliness and depth of sin and straight 



forwardly compelling repentance; others comfort and encourage the faithful to trust in 

the goodness of God and persevere through the coming judgment.  

 

It is important to realise and emphasise that the overriding pictures of God and his 

people point to restoration. Throughout the book of Hosea, this God of Mercy is 

depicted as a forgiving husband (chapters 2-3), a loving parent (11: 1-4, 14: 3), a 

healing physician (14: 4) and fresh dew (14: 5). 

 

1. What did God want from His people (6: 6)? 

 

 

2. Hosea uses vivid language to characterise the people of Israel. What images 

would you use to describe your walk with God?  

 

 

In chapter 7, kings fall at the hands of hotheads and conspirators. There were six 

different kings in the short span of 20 years. Israel turns to foreign peoples (v. 8-9), 

foreign powers (v. 11) and foreign gods (v. 16) but never to the Lord.  

 

They transgressed the covenant and became defiled, even influencing Judah. When 

God would have healed them, their iniquity was even worse! Idolatry, alliances with 

pagan nations, rejection of God's efforts to discipline them – all these things were the 

charges brought against Israel! 

 

 

Think/Grow/Live  

• God condemns the Israelites for seeking help from idols or other nations. How are 

you and the church like the Israelites? 

• The Israelites are incredibly self-deluded in these chapters. Where do you see this 

self-delusion today in the church and yourself? 

 



Prayer Points  

• Pray for forgiveness for the times that you delude yourself.  

• Pray that you will be able to face the truth and find freedom through the power of 

the Spirit. 

 
  



Study  6  

 

Wilful Rebellion  

Hosea 8: 1-14 

 

In this chapter we have the image of Hosea being ordered by God to “set the trumpet 

to your lips”. This is said like a military command. He is like the watchman on the wall 

of a city - the enemy is almost at its gates and the watchman sounds his trumpet to 

warn the people of the imminent danger. This is like a wakeup call for the people of 

Israel so that they can avoid total disaster. The people should be trembling at the 

sound of this warning trumpet. But this warning went unheeded.  

 

Making Idols to Worship 

Read Hosea 8: 1-6   

 

1. Why is the judgment of God being announced by Hosea over God’s people Israel 

(v. 1)? What should you do to make sure you are not guilty of the same thing?  

 

2. Do you think that claiming to know God is enough? If we claim to know God but 

our actions go against what He tells us to do, what does this show (v. 2-3)? 

 

3. What is the most important aspect of choosing leaders in the church (v. 4)? What 

is the role of a leader who is God’s chosen instrument rather than the people’s 

choice?  

 

4. Because it is a craftsman who creates an idol, it cannot be God. Only God can 

reveal himself to humanity. What idols have you made in your life that keeps you 

from God (v. 5-6)? What does it mean to be “incapable of innocence” (v. 5)?  

 



5. In Exodus 32: 4, the people of Israel give their gold to Aaron who fashions it into a 

golden calf. Then Aaron says to the people, “These are your gods, O Israel, who 

brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When these idols are “broken into pieces” 

(v. 6), it shows they are weak and unable to perform as gods. How can we break 

down into pieces and so get rid of these needless idols in our own lives?  

 

 

Making Alliances with Other Nations 

Read Hosea 8: 7-10   

 

6. What do you think “sow the wind, and reap the whirlwind”4 means (v. 7)? Give an 

example where this has happened in your life.  

 

7. In verse 8, “Israel is swallowed up” – foretelling of a time when they would go into 

exile, be part of other nations and lose their identity. In what way does the church 

lose its identity, when it is swallowed up in the culture of the world?  

 

8. When Israel turns away from Yahweh and needs help, they turn to other nations, 

namely Assyria (v. 9), for help. But God will use these very nations to pronounce 

judgement on Israel. Can you think of a time when you were in trouble and did not 

turn to God? What was the result?  

 

Making Altars for Sinning 

Read Hosea 8: 11-14   

 

9. Sometimes we do things for the right purpose, to serve God, like the people of 

Israel (Ephraim) building multiple altars. But instead they have become altars for 

sinning even more. When have you done this in your life?  

 
                                                



10. When are God’s laws strange to us (v. 12)?  

 

11. When is what we do not acceptable to God (v. 13)? What would it mean for a 

person of Israel to “return to Egypt” (v. 13)?  

 

12. What does it mean for the people of Israel and Judah to “have multiplied their 

fortified cities” (v. 14)? How does our wealth and prosperity (living in a first world 

nation) test our reliance on God?  

 

 

 

Think/Grow/Live 

In this chapter, Hosea is saying to the people of Israel that God must lead their nation; 

they must not worship idols; they must not rely on other nations but God alone, and 

they cannot rely on ourselves and our own resources. Discuss the following: 

• Which of these aspects resonate in your life?  

• How can you make a change in this area to bring you closer to God?  
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Judgment Will Come!  

Hosea 9: 1-17 

 

It is likely that Hosea gave this prophecy during the time of one of Israel’s festivals. It 

may have been the harvest festival when instead of giving credit for the harvest to 

Yahweh, they thanked their idols for the harvest. The people of Israel will be sorrowful 

because of their sin.  

 

Israel’s Sorrow 

Read Hosea 9: 1-9 

 

1. What does it mean to play the whore with God (v. 1)? Do you thank God enough 

for the many good things you have in your life? Share at least one way you can do 

that more in your life. 

 

  

2. For Israel (Ephraim) the result of sin is to go into captivity in Assyria. Why would 

the people of Israel be forced to eat unclean food when they were exiled to Assyria 

(v. 3)? Does sin always lead to captivity? Discuss. 

 

 

3. When do you think your sacrifices to the Lord do not please Him (v. 4)? God 

wanted Israel to understand the difference between feeding their stomach and 

nourishing their soul. How do you understand this difference today?  

 

 



4. What was the great sin of the people of Gibeah (v. 9 cf. Judges 19)? What is the 

result of sin? How does God view sin? How should we see sin?  

 

 

Now in this section, the speak changes dramatically to words that are tender and 

loving towards Israel, but packed with judgment. It tells of Israel in earlier days and 

how Israel has responded to God’s grace and love with disobedience and idolatry. 

According to the Mosaic covenant, God must punish them by destruction, but He will 

retain a remnant.  

 

Israel’s Humiliation 

Read Hosea 9: 10-17 

   

5. How did God look upon the people of Israel (v. 10)? How does God see us today? 

What happened to the people of Israel at Baal-peor (Numbers 25)? How can we 

halt sin in our own lives?  

 

6. In verse 15 God says through Hosea, “l will love them no more”. The same Hebrew 

word is used for one of Hosea’s children. Which child is that (Hosea 1)? What do 

we rely on from God to be saved? How does that make you feel? 

 

7. Why can Hosea call God, “My God” in verse 17? Who does he put himself in 

contrast with? Why has God rejected them (cf. Deuteronomy 28: 62)? What do we 

need to do in order to always be listening to God?  

 

Again this section refers to Israel’s early history but uses the imagery of the vine. This 

may have been taken from the blessing Jacob gave to his son Joseph on his death 

bed (Genesis 49: 22). This picture of Israel as a vine is also captured in Psalm 80: 8-11.  

There is a strong sense of loss due to covenant unfaithfulness. Because of this 

continued unfaithfulness, they must receive God’s punishment. All that they trust in, 



all that they build to protect themselves, all these will be destroyed. Nothing will save 

them; nothing can save them, except God alone.  

 

Israel’s Vulnerability 

Read Hosea 10: 1-15   

 

8. What did Israel’s increased fruitfulness result in them doing (v. 1-2)?  

 

9. Why do you think that prosperity caused the nation of Israel to turn to other gods 

(v. 1-2 cf. Matthew 19: 23-26)? 

 

10. What results when people “do not fear the Lord” (v. 3-8 cf. Isaiah 59: 7-9)? 

 

  

11. Again Hosea refers back to the sin at Gilbeah (see question 4). What happens 

when we continue in our sin (v. 9-10)?  

 

  

12. What is Hosea appealing for God’s people to do in verse 12? In this context, what 

do you think it means to “break up your fallow ground” (v. 12)? 

 

  

13. What happens or results when “you have trusted in your own way” (v. 13)? What 

results when we trust in the Lord (cf. Proverbs 3: 5-8)?  

 

 

 

Think/Grow/Live 

• There were warnings by the prophet Hosea (and many before him) about what 

would happen to the people of Israel if they continued in their sin. Why do you 

think they did not heed these warnings?  



• What stops you from turning away from sin?  

• What can you do to make a lasting change in at least one area of your life where 

sin seems to have dominated you?  
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How Can I Give You Up? 
Hosea 11: 1-11 

 

Hosea begins with God declaring his verdict upon Israel that he will no more have 

mercy on the house of Israel (1: 6) and that he will not call Israel his people (1: 8). 

However, God is the God who never forsakes his promise. Therefore, he assured his 

people that he will not forget the promise he made with Abraham more than 1,000 

years ago (1: 10). Having said that, God does not turn a blind eye towards Israel’s chief 

sin, which is idolatry. God commanded Hosea to marry Gomer, an unfaithful 

prostitute, as an illustration to God’s relentless pursuit over Israel despite their 

unfaithfulness. However, Israel has continually rejected God and has given their 

devotion towards idols. Therefore, in chapters 4 to 10, God describes to Israel the true 

picture of Israel’s spiritual condition and he announces to Israel his coming judgment 

should they not turn away from their idolatries: 

• I reject you (4: 6; 9: 17) 

• I will change their glory into shame (4: 7) 

• I will punish them (4: 9; 8: 13; 9: 9) 

• I will discipline them (5: 2; 7: 12; 10: 10) 

• I will tear and go away (5: 14) 

• I have slain them by the words of my mouth (6: 5) 

• My anger burns against them (8: 5) 

• I will send a fire upon Israel (8: 14) 

• I will drive them out of my house (9: 15) 

• I will love them no more (9: 15) 

If Hosea had stopped at chapter 10, the situation would have looked very grim to the 

whole nation. God’s promise seems distant and impossible, and what is left for them 

to do is to continue in their sins because there is no hope left for them. However, 



praise God that the prophecy continues. God speaks tenderly to Israel and once again 

he affirms his promise of mercy to his people. 

 

1. ‘… out of Egypt I called my son.’ (11: 1) 

o What event in the history of Israel does this prophecy point backward to 

(cf. Exodus 3: 7-10; 12: 40-42, 51)? 

o What event in the history of mankind does this prophecy point forward to 

(cf. Matthew 2: 13-15)? 

o How is Israel’s redemption from Egyptian slavery comparable to our 

redemption from the slavery of sin (cf. Romans 6: 15-19)?  

 

2. As repeated in previous chapters, Israel’s chief sin is idolatry. Israel was ungrateful 

and went to worship idols instead of the almighty God, even though God is the one 

who brought them out from Egypt and loved them as his children (v. 2-4). Answer 

the following: 

o How is this true in your own life?  

o To what extent have you turned your devotion towards the idols of this 

world? 

 

3. Although God will not send Israel back to Egypt, God’s discipline towards his 

people will come from another nation. What do verses 5-7 refer to in the history of 

Israel (cf. 2 Kings 17: 6-12)? 

 

4. ‘How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim?’ (v. 8) 

o What do Admah and Zeboiim refer to (cf. Deuteronomy 29: 23; Genesis 19: 

28-29)? 

 

o What promise does God give to Israel in verse 8? How is this promise 

significant in light of what God did to Admah and Zeboiim? 

 
 



5. God says that he will not execute his burning anger and he will not come in wrath 

because he is ‘… God and not a man’ (v. 9). 

o What does it mean?  

 

o How does God satisfy his holiness, justice and wrath, while at the same 

time have compassion and mercy to us (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5: 9-10; 

Romans 5: 6-9)?  

 
o How does this comfort you? 

 
 

6. Hosea 11: 11 says that God will return his people to their homes. What does 

repentance look like in verses 10-11? How does this help us in our attitude in our 

daily repentance toward God? 

 

 

7. Thus far Hosea 1-11 bears witness to the truths of God’s holy wrath towards 

sinners and his mercy towards repentant sinners. How does this truth affect the 

way you live your life daily? 

 

 

Prayer Points 

• Praise God for making the initiative to deliver us from our slavery to sin. 

• Pray that God increases our understanding and appreciation of what God did for 

us in Jesus Christ. 

• Pray that the Holy Spirit helps us in our daily repentance as we seek to trust and 

obey him in our daily lives. 
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Return to Love and Justice  

Hosea 11: 12 - 12: 14 

 

In the section, God lays out his case against Israel and compares their actions with 

the life and character of Jacob. Unlike those who trust in Christ, the Israelites are left 

to face the repercussions of their actions. Even though God has tended them carefully 

and guarded them with prophets to speak truth in their midst, they have abandoned 

Yahweh and made a covenant with Assyria. As a result of forgetting God, their nation 

turned to corruption and neglected love and justice. 

 

Read Hosea 11: 12 - 12: 14 

 

1. What are some of the accusations made by the narrator against Ephraim (Israel) 

throughout the chapter? 

 

 

2. How does Ephraim feeding on and pursuing the wind in verse 1 relate to their 

covenant with Assyria?  

 

 

3. Explain the significance of oil being carried to Egypt (v. 1). 

 

  

4. There are a number of comparisons or parallels made by the narrator between 

Israel’s actions and Jacob’s life. List as many as you can (cf. Genesis 25: 21-26; 

27: 25; 32: 22-32). 

 



5. Which particular stories feature in verses 3-4?  

 

 

6. What is Israel called back to in verse 6 and who is willing to help them? 

 

 

7. In verses 7-8 they are accused of self-sufficiency and using false balances. What 

examples can you see of this in our nation today? Is Israel very different to 

societies that exist today?  

 

 

8. How will Ephraim be punished in verse 9? What feast is likely being referenced 

here (cf. John 7)? 

 

 

9. Jacob worked for many years for a wife. How does this relate to God’s treatment 

of Israel in Hosea?  

 

 

10. Similar to Jacob guarding sheep for a wife, the Lord guarded Israel by a prophet. 

Who is the prophet referred to in verse 13?  

 

 

11. What is the terrible fate for Ephraim in verse 14?  

 

 

 

Think/Grow/Live 

• What temptations do we face as individuals today to create wealth through unjust 

means? What about on a national level?  

• God calls Israel to turn back to love and justice with his help. How does this apply 

to the Church today? 



• Think of a wrongdoing that was never accounted for. How should you think about 

it in light of the cross?  

• Israel was accused of ‘feeding on’ and ‘pursuing’ the wind. What activities do 

people get caught up in today that are equally purposeless and without 

substance? 

 

Prayer Points 

• Thank God for the history of Israel which can be of huge encouragement to us.  

• Thank God that he has now spoken definitively through Christ. 

• Pray that as a Church, with God’s help, we would pursue love and justice while we 

wait for Christ.  

• Thank God, that through faith in Christ, our wrongdoings will not be repaid to us.  
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Against Idolatry  

Hosea 13: 1-16 

 

Israel’s wrongs are further explained in this chapter. They face the judgment of God as 

the result of their actions.  

 

Read Hosea 13: 1-16 

 

1. How has Israel incurred guilt in this chapter?  

 

 

2. What is the result of their initial transgression?  

 

 

3. Is physical idolatry still an issue for modern people? 

 

 

4. Read Deuteronomy 18: 9-13. What are the forbidden acts listed here that Ephraim 

is accused of in this chapter (v. 1 -2)? 

 

 

5. When Ephraim was full, their heart was lifted up and they forgot Yahweh. Where 

else does this idea occur in Israel’s history (v. 6)? 

 

 



6. Read through Deuteronomy chapter 8. What specific warnings did Israel ignore?  

 

 

7. Verse 9 accuses Israel of being against their helper. How has God helped Israel in 

the past? 

 

  

8. Have you experienced people rejecting help even when they need it?  

 

 

9. What period of history is referred to in verses 10-11 (cf. 1 Samuel 8)? 

 

 

10. Yahweh asks a question of himself in verse 14. Have there been times when 

you’ve had the power to help someone close to you but you haven’t wanted to?  

 

 

11. How will the terrible fate of verse 16 be brought about in Samaria?  

 

 

 

Think/Grow/Live 

• Israel abandoned Yahweh when they became full. Does affluence have a similar 

spiritual effect today?  

• How can we combat the effect that material abundance can have on the Church?  

• How does Paul speak about death in 1 Corinthians 15: 50-58, compared to here in 

verse 14? 

• If wealth can cause pride and spiritual blindness, should it be considered a bad 

thing? 

• What is the appeal of New Age religions today and have you ever felt that appeal? 

• What ‘gods’ do we fashion ourselves today?  

 



Prayer Points  

• Thank God that he provides for our needs.  

• Ask God to help us keep our eyes on him in times of abundance and scarcity 

(Philippians 4: 10-13). 

• Pray against all forms of idolatry that we face in modern society.  
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A Call to Return  

Hosea 14: 1-9 

 

1. Define repentance in your own words. Discuss reasons why it is sometimes 

difficult to repent? 

 

Read Hosea 14: 1-9 

 

2. What is Hosea calling Israel to do in verse 1 (see also Hosea 5: 4; 11: 5-7 cf. Hosea 

6: 1, 4)? 

 
 
3. Throughout this book, Hosea has made clear that there is a world of difference 

between a bare and cold religious formality, and a real and honest seeking after 

God (cf. Hosea 5: 5, 15). A real seeking after God involves honestly acknowledging 

our sin before him and seeking forgiveness (v. 2). Discuss the following: 

o Are there ways in which people today are tempted to settle for mere 

religious formality in the Christian life? 

o What might people find attractive about a cold religious formality that goes 

through the motions but doesn’t really seek after God? 

o How do you honestly seek after God in your own life when you’ve sinned 

against him? 

o How has your cell group helped and encouraged you in this? If it hasn’t 

been a help and encouragement, discuss reasons why that’s the case.  

 



4. Turning back to God in repentance involves turning away from those things that 

we’ve wrongly trusted in and believed (v. 3). For the Israelites, they trusted in 

foreign alliances with Assyria and Egypt (cf. Isaiah 31: 1), and believed in false 

gods (cf. Hosea 4: 12; 8: 5-6; 10: 5). Answer the following: 

o In our cultural context, what do people commonly trust in and believe? 

o What are you tempted to wrongly trust in? 

o What false beliefs are you tempted to accept? 

o How does the gospel confront your wrong beliefs and correct your 

misplaced trust? 

 

5. What does God promise the Israelites in verse 4? If we want to experience these 

promises in our own lives, what must we do (cf. 1 John 1: 7-10)? 

 

 

6. In verses 5-7 a number of colourful metaphors drawn from nature are used to 

describe the impact God’s relentless love will have upon the Israelites. In your own 

words summarise these verses. 

 

 

7. Verse 9 challenges readers of the book of Hosea from every era to consider God’s 

character and ways presented in the book and to respond appropriately (cf. Psalm 

18: 21; Proverbs 10: 29). Answer the following: 

o How would you summarise the overall message of Hosea? 

o How does the overall message of the book point forward to Jesus? 

o How ought you to respond to the things that you have learnt from this 

series on the book of Hosea?  

 

 

 



Prayer Points: 

• Thank God for his free love and grace given to us in Christ Jesus (Romans 5: 8, 15; 

Ephesians 2: 4-8). 

• Ask God to help you identify the futile hopes and false beliefs in your own life and 

to turn away from them. 

• Ask God to help you to be quick to acknowledge sin and return to him. 

• Pray for our global partners. 

 
  


