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INTRODUCTION 

1 Corinthians 12 to 15:19 

In the closing chapters of this letter, Paul turns his attention to how the Corinthians 

conduct church services. He addresses some issues around the use of spiritual gifts. Paul 

makes a profound point; the gifts/abilities God gives us are meant to be used to serve 

other people. They are not given so that we can elevate ourselves above other church 

members.  

The gifts of the spirit are also said to be diverse and varied, but no gift or role makes one 

member more valuable than any other. Each member has a different function and every 

member is equally important. This has to be one of the most beautiful truths established in 

Christianity. Every member matters. Every person who follows Jesus becomes connected 

to the others and can contribute in a unique way to our common purpose. This vision of the 

church affirms unity, while maintaining the importance of our individuality, a message that 

is highly relevant to our modern, diverse societies.  

In chapter 13, one of the most quoted passages of Scripture, Paul then highlights that love 

is the guiding principle of all behaviour when we come together at church. Without love, our 

gifts become useless, even noisy and distasteful. A question we can ask ourselves is, “How 

can I use what I’m good at to benefit other people in the church?” With love as our guiding 

ethic, things like taking turns and doing things in an ordered way become highly important 

for keeping the body of Christ together.  

Just like gifts without love are useless so faith without the resurrection of Jesus is also 

useless. Paul reminds the Corinthians of how important the physical resurrection of Christ 

is for Christianity to make sense. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is of first importance and 

that’s what Paul said when he first came to them. We are to be pitied more than all people 

if we forget what it is. Revisiting the Gospel helps us to get focused on the most important 

truth of all - Jesus Christ died and came back to life according to the plans of God. 

We hope you come to know Christ better through his Word to the Corinthians and to us.  
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Study 1 / 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

There was confusion and division in the Corinthian church over the use and abuse of 

spiritual gifts. Paul was concerned about the disorder in the church and attempted to put 

into focus the overriding principle that Jesus is Lord. This is summed up in 1 Corinthians 

14:40, “But all things should be done decently and in order.” 

1. Do you agree or disagree? 

a. Spiritual gifts are distinctively different from innate talents. 

b. Spiritual gifts are a measure of a believer’s spiritual maturity. 

c. Many believers believe that they do not have any spiritual gifts. 

d. Each believer has at least one spiritual gift. 

 

2. Verses 8 to 10 summarises the different spiritual gifts. List and define them. 

 

3. Read verses 4 to 6. 

a. Where is the source of the spiritual gifts from? 

b. How are spiritual gifts dispensed? 

c. To what purpose are spiritual gifts being used? 

 

4. What did Jesus warn about spiritual gifts? (Luke 10:20, Matthew 24:23-24) 

 

5. What is the supreme test then to ascertain that the spiritual test is not a 

counterfeit? (1 Corinthians 12:3,  John 14:26) 

 

6. What is your spiritual gift? How can you discover it, develop it and to use it to glorify 

Jesus? 
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Study 2 / 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

ONE BODY WITH MANY MEMBERS 

The body is an amazing creation. God has made it so each part depends heavily on all the 

others. This became very real to me when I worked as a personal care attendant. I cared for 

a quadriplegic gentleman called Andrew (pseudonym). Andrew’s head, torso, arms and legs 

were completely intact. Yet, his spinal cord at neck level was severed in a car accident, and 

this incapacitated his body from his neck down.  

Andrew’s condition showed me how dependent one body part is on all the others. For 

example, he could not lift his foot off a nail because he could not move his foot. Nor could 

he feel the pain of the nail. Although his foot was fully intact, his nerves did not function, 

and thus his foot could not feel or move. Andrew could see, smell, taste and delighted in 

food, yet he could not use his hands to lift food to his mouth.  

Furthermore, Andrew’s condition showed me that we often give unseen parts of the body 

little recognition, yet they often perform great functions. The damage Andrew’s spinal cord, 

a part of the body that often gets no recognition for what it does, is of greater importance 

than, for example, a hand. Losing a hand may leave one unable to do many things, such as 

slice vegetables or drive a car, but the body is much less incapacitated without a hand than 

a severed spinal cord. A fully functioning body does not depend on a few parts functioning 

well, but on the all the parts fully functioning together, to fully live out life. 

Think 

1. Imagine you were missing a part of your body (e.g. your stomach, your thumb, your 

pancreas). How would missing this part affect other parts of your body? How would 

it limit the body as a whole? 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31. 

2. In verses 12 and 13, Paul parallels Christ with the body. Why?  
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3. Why does Paul highlight differences between the Corinthians in this church? What 

significance is their heritage or social status on membership in the body of Christ? 

(Galatians 2:26-28) 

 

 

4. How does heritage or social status impact how we function as a church? Do social 

or cultural divisions exist in our church? How does this impact on unity? 

 

 

5. Read verses 15-16. Why does this member say he or she is disqualified from the 

body? How does this affect rest of the body? Note, the foot compares itself to the 

hand, and the ear to the eye. What is the significance of this? To whom are you 

prone to compare yourself with in the church? 

 

 

6. Read verses 17-20. Why does it take many parts to form one body? How does this 

influence your view of your own identity and purpose in Christ?  

 

 

7. According to verses 18, 24 and 25, who forms the body of Christ and according to 

what purpose? How does the Gospel relate to this purpose? (Ephesians 3:6-10) 

 

 

8. What is the attitude of the member of the body in verses 21 and 22? How is this 

detrimental to the rest of the body?  

 

 

9. What does Paul command us to do in verses 23 and 24? Why? 
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10. Read verses 23-25. How can you place greater honour on those whom we naturally 

would not place great honour? How does this lead to unity? How does it reflect the 

person of Christ? 

 

 

11. Paul’s language in verses 25 and 26 is strong. He states that we should have no 

divisions amongst us (no dissention, disharmony, conflict, quarrelling) and that 

each should have the same care for one another (no partiality). Think of ways you 

can promote unity and prevent division in the church. What does it mean to show 

partiality toward some and half-heartedness toward others? How is this detrimental 

to the body? How does this harmony and unity reflect the Gospel? (John 17:20-21, 

Romans 12:3-5) 

 

 

12. There may be members in your church who have little in common with others in the 

church. How can you care for those who are different from you? Think of practical 

ways you can care deeply for that person and how they can carry out their God 

given function in Christ. 

 

14. “Whenever we begin to think about our own importance in the Christian Church, the 

possibility of really Christian work is gone”1, said William Barclay, a prominent 

theologian. What is Paul’s point in verses 27-30? 

 

 

15. In verse 31, what gifts is Paul referring to? What is the “still more excellent way”? 

 

Conclusion 

It is the work of Christ and His Spirit that even makes us a part of the body of Christ and 

gives us the ability to change. Come in humility and repentance to allow the Spirit to 
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transform you to live in obedience to the truth and carry out your God given place and 

purpose in the body of Christ. 

Jesus is living his life out in the world through us, the church. We are His body, brought into 

one by Jesus Christ, enlivened by the Spirit, and called to bring the transforming Gospel of 

Christ to redeem the world! 

The church is made up of a diversity of members, each with a God given purpose and is 

united in Christ to make one body. Your significance is not in yourself but in what you are a 

part of, that is the body of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Morris, L. (1982). The first epistle of Paul to the Corinthians: an introduction and 

commentary, pp. 175. William B. Erdmans Publishing Company, Michigan. 
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Study 3 / 1 Corinthians 13 

THE WAY WITH LOVE 

Context 

1. How does chapter 13 flow in from the previous chapter about spiritual gifts and the 

diversity in the body of Christ? 

 

Observation 

2. Reading chapter 13, what impression do you have of the church in Corinth? Why?  

 

 

Meaning 

3. Why did Paul say in verse 13 that “Love” is the greatest over faith and hope? 

 

 

4. Why do you think Paul emphasise “I am nothing” (v2) and “I gain nothing” (v3) in the 

opening of Chapter 13 if one has not love? 

 

  

5. What did Paul mean by “talk, thought and reasoned like a child” (v11) and why 

would this be relevant to the church in Corinth?  

 

Application 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 

trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
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6. Read the verses above and share which element(s) of “Love” that you find most 

difficult to apply? Why? 

 

 

7. Group activity: In your discussion group, share how some members of the group 

have displayed elements of love as described in this chapter. Be specific and give 

examples. 

 

 

8. Personal activity: Select one of the element of love from v4-7 above and challenge 

yourself to apply it in practical ways. 
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Study 4 / 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 

INTELLIGIBILITY IN WORSHIP 

I first heard a person speak in tongues at a Christian gathering at school. Being an 

impetuous teen, my first reaction was, "What's all that gibberish?" Soon others joined in 

worshiping and praising God in different tongues, and I was told that what was said was 

not meant for me to understand.  

Indeed, Paul mentions that this is so, "for one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men 

but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit" (1 Corinthians 

14:2). In the pursuit of love though, Paul prefers prophesying for the benefit of the church, 

especially visitors who might be convicted through the message. 

We learn earlier in Paul's first letter to the Corinthian Church that there were divisions and 

quarrels (1 Corinthians 1:10-12) and lawsuits against believers (1 Corinthians 6:1). It is 

against this backdrop of pride, boasting and conflict that believers were forming into 

groups and thinking of themselves as spiritually superior according to the leaders they 

follow (1 Corinthians 4:6-7).  

Motives for the display of spiritual gifts, particularly speaking in tongues, may have been 

questionable (1 Corinthians 14:18-19). As such, Paul addresses intelligibility in worship in 

this part of the letter. 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-25. 

1. Paul argues that prophesying is to be desired above all other spiritual gifts, in 

contrast to speaking in tongues. What does the Old Testament say about 

prophesying?  (Numbers 11:24-30, 12:6; 1 Samuel 10:5; Isaiah 30:10) 

 

2. Consider that since the Word of God is now in written form, as it is compiled in the 

Bible today, would prophesying reveal something new or just point people back to 

His Word and the fulfilment of prophecy in Jesus Christ our Lord? (1 Corinthians 

14:3-5, 24, 25, 37, 39; Numbers 11:25-29; Romans 12:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:20; 1 

Timothy 4:14) 
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3. We have learnt in 1 Corinthians 13 about love, and that, "if I speak in the tongues of 

men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal." It 

follows in 14:1 that Paul mentions the pursuit of love ahead of "earnestly desiring 

the gifts of the spirit, especially that you may prophesy." Could one say there is 

more love in prophesying than speaking in tongues and can you elaborate on how 

that love expressed in verse 3? 

 

4. Paul distinguishes prophesying from speaking in tongues on the grounds of 

intelligibility, assuming there is no one to interpret the tongue spoken. How does 

Paul relate to and instruct the Corinthians on intelligibility in verses 13-19? 

 

5. While the burden of intelligibility rests with the speaker, not the listener, it is the 

Holy Spirit who grants the gift enabling the message to be spoken in a way that is 

understood. Would you agree? Why or why not?   

 

6. Consider the types of messages that are to be conveyed to the listener in verse 6 

and discuss: 

a. Knowledge 

b. Revelation 

c. Prophecy 

d. Teaching 

 

7. Consider the chaos and confusion that ensues from unintelligible instruction in 

verses 7-9. What impact would this have on believers, and unbelievers who visit the 

church?  

 

8. Consider Paul's argument that prophesying edifies others in the church while 

speaking in tongues is self-edifying. In verses 18-19, Paul himself mentions that he 
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speaks in tongues but would rather use his mind to ensure the few words are 

spoken are intelligible for the benefit of others at church. Is this consistent with 

your understanding of corporate worship? (Hebrews 10:23-25) 

 

9. "The pursuit of love overcomes selfish pride and a self-serving attitude when 

displaying gifts of the spirit, especially to prophesy. When we realise that the 

spiritual gift is not for me but rather a gifting for someone else's benefit, that is 

when we understand that love." Discuss the validity of this statement. 

  

10. Paul mentions what prophesying can bring about in an unbeliever's heart in verses 

24-25. Consider your own personal journey to the foot of the cross at every step that 

Paul mentions here. 

a. Revelation 

b. Conviction 

c. Confession 

d. Repentance 

e. Acceptance 

 

"Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest." - Matthew 11:28 

It was 'Amazing Grace', the plain old hymn sung with sincerity and clarity, letting the Holy 

Spirit minister the truth about Jesus Christ into a troubled heart. It was the usher's 

welcoming smile, the service leader's encouraging words, the gentle thoughtfulness of the 

person next to me and the preacher's strong message that led to a convicted heart. It was a 

softened heart that accepted the message of forgiveness and redemption and a grateful 

heart that accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour that day. Whatever your gifting, let the Holy 

Spirit work through you for the benefit of the next person. You might just save a life.  
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Study 5 / 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 

ORDERLY WORSHIP 

Taking turns is an important skill we learn in kindergarten and primary school. In this 

section, Paul shows why such even some school-yard rules for children can point to a 

deeper spiritual truth.  

Read 1 Corinthians 14:26-33.  

1. What problem is Paul addressing in verses 26 to 33?  

 

2. What is the governing principle of how they should conduct their gatherings?  

 

3. How does this principle change our perspectives on gifts and abilities given to us by 

God? 

 

4. In verse 27, what is Paul’s point in placing limits on how many people can share? 

 

5. Without an interpreter what should someone who prays in a ‘tongue’ do? 

 

6. In verse 31, why is it important to take turns rather than speaking over others?  

 

7. What does ‘the spirits of prophets are subject to the prophets,’ mean? 

 

8. Some denominations believe spiritual activity with a loss of control over one’s 

body/speech. How does this thinking line up with verse 32? 

 



	 15	

9. Looking at verse 33, in some churches, everyone prays aloud and at the same time. 

Does this practice align with the principles of this passage? Why or why not?  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:34-35. 

10. Verses 34 to 35 have been difficult to interpret throughout church history. In 1 

Corinthians 11:2-16, Paul indicates that women are allowed to pray and prophesy 

when properly attired in the Corinthian congregations. If women are allowed to pray 

and prophesy in gatherings, what kind of speech issue might Paul be addressing 

here?  

 

 

11. In Roman and Jewish societies of the first century, a wife’s husband was a primary 

source of information/education. How might today’s education systems and access 

to information change the issue being addressed in these verses?  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:36-40. 

12. What are some problems that could arise from holding an individual’s prophecy as 

more authoritative than the Scripture? 

 

 

13. How can we test claims of prophecy today?  

 

 

14. In verse 39, why does Paul encourage us to desire to prophesy? (1 Corinthians 

14:20-25) 

 

15. Paul says not to forbid speaking in tongues. Paul’s point was not to restrict gifts, 

but to show that, self-control, taking turns and doing things in an orderly way are 
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marks of true spirituality. The way we do services is very different today. How can 

they be carried out, ‘decently and in order?’  

 

16. Following from verse 40, is there anything you can think of in modern church 

practice that does not adhere to this principle?  

 

 

Conclusion 

Two big principles come through from this section: 

- Let all things be done for building up (v. 26) 

- But all things should be done decently and in order (v. 30) 

 

How might these principles apply to conducting Life Groups and other smaller gatherings? 

 

Take some time to pray about the big principles of this passage and anything else 

discussed.  
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Study 6 / 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

Context 

1. From our reading of 1 Corinthians thus far, what false teachings did Paul address? 

 

 

2. From our reading of 1 Corinthians thus far, what issues did Paul address in relation 

to his relationship with the congregation at Corinth? 

 

3. What were the themes in 1 Corinthians 13-14? How do these relate to 1 Corinthians 

15:1-11? 

 

Observation 

4. What are the main points in: 

a. 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 

b. 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

c. 1 Corinthians 15:9-11 

 

Meaning  

5. Which Old Testament scriptures make reference to Christ dying for our sins (1 

Corinthians 15:3)? 

 

6. How does verses 3 and 4 inform your understanding of God’s salvation plan for the 

world?  
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7. What are the implications of verses 5 to 8 for the historical nature of the 

resurrection? 

 

8. Why did Paul emphasise the need to “hold firmly” to the word Paul preached to 

them? 

 

Application 

9. How does this passage inform or challenge your view of Christian leadership and 

the role of a Christian leader? 

 

 

10. What impact does Christ’s death and resurrection have on your life? 

 

11. Is there an attitude or behaviour you need to change in response to the impact of 

Christ’s death and resurrection on your life? 
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Study 7 / 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 

"Imagine there's no heaven, it's easy if you try; No hell below us, above us only sky; Imagine 

all the people, living for today." - John Lennon, Imagine. 

I like this song and the idealistic sentiment it conjures in my mind. But really one can only 

imagine such a world. The reality is if people lived for today, the rest of the song would 

probably not fit. If people today lived for today, there would be more division, killings and no 

peace; fighting for possessions, more greed, the disadvantaged going hungry, violence 

instead of brotherhoods, very little sharing and the world would be far from being as one. 

Really, imagine, no hope beyond this life. 

Some Corinthians claimed that "there is no resurrection of the dead" (1 Corinthians 15:12). 

Imagine, if there was only one life with no hope of resurrection, not even Christ would not 

have been raised, the preaching of the apostles would have been in vain, we would be 

found misrepresenting God, our faith would be futile, we would still be in our sins and our 

beloved fellow believers who have passed would have perished for good. Paul argues that 

"if in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied" (1 

Corinthians 15:19).  

Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. 

1. How do the raisings of Jairus' daughter (Mark 5:35-43), the widow's son (Luke 7:11-

17) and Lazarus (John 11:11) differ from the resurrection Paul refers to here in this 

passage? (John 11:38-44; John 5:28, 29; Matthew 22:23-33; John 11:17-27; Luke 

20:37; Acts 4:2; 17:32; 23:6; 24:21; 26:23; 1 Corinthians 15:12) 

 

2. We read in Acts 24:10-21 of Paul's defense against accusations brought by the 

Jewish high priest and elders. In verse 15, Paul mentions that "these men 

themselves accept, that there will be a resurrecton of both the just and unjust."  

a.  Where in the Old Testament is resurrection from the dead mentioned? (1 

Kings 17:17; 2 Kings 4:32; 2 Kings 13:21) 
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b. Who in the Old Testament obtained eternal life as men of flesh? (Genesis 

5:22-24; Hebrews 11:5; 2 Kings 2:11, 12) 

 

 

c. How is the hope of resurrection expressed in the Old Testament? (1 Samuel 

2:6; Job 19:25-27; Psalm 16:9-11; Acts 2:26; 13:35; 2 Samuel 15:30; Esther 

6:12; Jeremiah 14:3; Isaiah 25:7, 8; 26:19; Ezekiel 37:1-14; Daniel 12:1-3; 

Hosea 13:14) 

 

3. Now that it has been established that resurrection is a divinely inspired doctrine 

from the Old Testament, what does Jesus say about resurrection? (John 5:19-29; 

6:35-40; 11:24-26) 

 

4. Why would the preaching of the Gospel, and faith in Christ be futile without Christ's 

resurrection? (Acts 1:3; Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20 and 21) 

 

5. When and how will the resurrection of the dead take place? (John 5:28, 29; Acts 

17:31; Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 11:18; 20:11-15) 

 

 

6. What consequences await those on the day of judgment? (Matthew 10:28; 25:31-46; 

John 3:36; 5:29; Revelation 20:15) 

 

7. And of those who believe who have died, does resurrection occur sooner? (1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58; Revelation 20:4-6) 
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8. What happens to those who have died in the meantime, while awaiting the day of 

Christ's return? (Matthew 22:31, 32; Luke 16:19-31; Luke 23:39-43; Philippians 1:20-

24; 1 Corinthians 15:51; 1 Thessalonians 4:17; 2 Corinthians 5:6-8) 

 

 

Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead. 

If there is no resurrection from the dead then not even Christ has been raised. 

If Christ has not been raised then Paul's preaching is in vain and our faith is in vain.  

Paul would be found to be misrepresenting God because he testified about God raised 

Christ from the dead; 

God would not have raised Christ if it is true that the dead are not raised; 

For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 

If Christ has not been raised:  

1. our faith is futile; 

2. we are still in our sins; 

3. those fallen asleep in Christ have perished; 

If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

 

 

 

 

 


